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Vicar of St Mary's church in Banbury says she has never followed through the events 
of Easter so closely as the new Easter holiday timetable allowed this year 



Church schools use new term 
times to ‘really celebrate’ Easter 



follow Holy Week through in school. 

She and headteacher Stephen Wass, 
adapted an idea for an ‘Easter Tree’, 
first used by the Blake School in 
Witney. 

She said: ‘We began Holy Week with 
a bare tree in the school hall. It was 
made from a trunk, about 33 years old, 
and about one metre high to which 
branches were strapped with parcel 
tape. The trunk was draped with a 
purple cloth. For the first days of Holy 
Week we had a full school assembly 
each morning and told the events of the 
week following St. Matthew's gospel. 

'In 30 years of teaching 
about Easter in schools he 
[the headteacher] had never 
experienced it so powerfully. I 
too felt that I had never fol- 
lowed through the events 
daily quite so closely' 

On Monday we learnt of Palm Sunday, 
Tuesday the cleansing of the Temple, 
Wednesday the anointing of Jesus. 
Different classes focussed on different 
parts of the story and each day we hung 
symbols on the tree which the children 
had made. 

‘In the evenings, instead of having 
meditations in church we held them in 
the school hall, dimming lights and 
using candles and incense to take 
away the smell of school dinners! 

‘On Thursday we had a morning 
assembly which marked ‘The Last 



Supper’ and an afternoon one where we 
looked ahead to Good Friday. That 
assembly was dramatic as Jesus death 
was symbolised by the Headteacher 
cutting the tree apart and carrying out 
the trunk, like a body for burial. All 
afternoon children were asking Mr 
Wass, ‘Why did you do that?’ to which 
he replied, ‘Think about it’. Later many 
children made the connection ‘Because 
Jesus was killed’. 

‘The tree then moved up to church. It 
was a focus of our attention at the Good 
Friday family service during which chil- 
dren from school helped to retell the 
events of Holy Week as we stripped it 
bare — and they certainly knew what it 
was all about; children who normally 
never volunteer answers had their hands 
up! Only the crown of thorns, nails, 3 
crosses and the torn temple curtain 
remained on the tree for the rest of 
Good Friday but on Easter Sunday we 
rehung it with all the symbols and 
added blossom and flowers and eggs 
and chicks as symbols of new life. 

‘Easter Tuesday saw the whole school 
come up to church for an Easter cele- 
bration. Of course, for many children, 
the last they had seen of the tree was it 
in pieces in the school hall. Now it was 
‘resurrected’ and hung with more things 
and the foundation stage children 
brought even more eggs to hang on it. 

‘Mr Wass said that in 30 years of 
teaching about Easter in schools he 
had never experienced it so powerful- 
ly. I too felt that I had never followed 
through the events daily quite so 
closely,’ concluded Janet. 
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CHURCH of England schools made the 
most of the revised Easter holidays to 
allow children to follow through the 
events of Holy Week as never before. 

Some Roman Catholic schools 
around Oxfordshire had closed in 
protest at the changed term timetable, 
which saw children staying at school 
until Maundy Thursday, returning 
again the following Tuesday. 

Many Church of England schools 
saw the change in the holidays as a ‘pos- 
itive opportunity’, said Gill Allison, 
schools adviser for Oxfordshire. 

‘It was an opportunity to follow 
through the Easter story with chil- 
dren, which was grabbed by some 
schools,’ she said. 

And Leslie Stephen, diocesan direc- 
tor of education, said: ‘The change to 
a six term structure in Oxfordshire 
meant that schools found their holi- 
days around Easter had changed sig- 
nificantly this year. 

‘However, this did provide schools 
with an opportunity to celebrate this 
important Church festival and help 
youngsters understand the purpose 
and meaning of the Easter story’. 

Oxfordshire changed to a six term 
structure last year, and Buckingham- 
shire is consulting on it. It is likely that 
authorities in Berkshire will follow suit. 

One school which made the most of 
the change was St Mary’s school, 
Banbury. Janet Chapman, priest in 
charge at St Mary’s, a shared church 
of the Church of England and United 
Reform Church said she had been 
‘very excited’ at the opportunity to 



bv Natalie Abbott 

92 -year-old Kathleen Fitton helps 
out Western House School in Slough, 
reading Bible stories to youngsters. 
This is the culmination of 65 years 
of service to young people's ministry 
in the diocese. She has also served as 
church warden at St Andrew's Church, 
Cippenham and assistant 
warden at the Slough Religious 
Resources Centre. She has been nom- 



inated as part of The Door's search 
to find the longest serving lay people 
in our churches. Kathleen said: T 
have great pleasure in going into 
school to tell Bible stories to the 
children of all faiths and also going 
to other churches to talk to women's 
groups.' In serving others over the 
years Kathleen feels she has gained 
much in return. She said: 'It has ail 
been a very enjoyable experience!' 
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Diocese gears up campaign to Make Poverty History 




Students in the sixth form at Waddesdon School, Bucks, show off 
their Make Poverty History white bands, photo Frank Blackwell 



THE leaders of the G8 will be 
meeting at Gleneagles from 
6-8 July this year and the 
Make Poverty History coali- 
tion is asking them to take 
immediate action to bring an 
end to global poverty. 

The coalition is holding a 
major rally in Edinburgh on the 
2 July. They want as many 
campaigners as possible there, 
to show the Prime Minister and 
his fellow G8 leaders that the 
UK public cares enough about 
global poverty and injustice. 

Christian Aid is negotiating 
with Virgin to charter a train 
that would leave Bournemouth 
at 5am on 2 July, arriving in 
Reading between 6:00 and 6:30 



and Oxford between 6.30 and 
7am. The train would then go 
direcdy to Edinburgh, arriving 
before 12:30. It would return that 
evening, arriving in Oxford at 
about 00:30 and Reading about 
1:00 on Sunday morning. 

The Bishop of Reading, the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell, is plan- 
ning to take the train to the rally. 

The cost of the train is £40 
return per person. If you 
would like to go, please send a 
cheque made payable to 
‘Christian Aid” to Hilary 
Blake at the Christian Aid 
office, Wesley Memorial 
Church, New Inn Hall Street, 
Oxford OX1 2DH, including 
an SAE. 



Towards Trade Justice 




Turville churchgoers back the Make Poverty History campaign. 

Photo WaterAid/Steve Bainbridge 



SEVERAL hundred people 
packed St Aldates, Oxford, 
Towards Trade Justice, a public 
meeting arranged by the diocesan 
World Development Group to 
mark the Global Week of Action 
on Trade. 

Four speakers offered different 
perspectives and there was a live- 
ly question and answer session. 
The meeting was introduced by 
Jeff Alderson, and chaired by 
Wendy Tyndale. 

The first speaker, John Hilary, 
campaigns and policy director of 
War on Want, outlined injustices 
in the current trading system and 
explained the aims of the Trade 
Justice Movement. He focused 
in part on the Trade Justice 
Movement’s key issue for 2005 - 
the way that developing coun- 
tries have been forced to liber- 
alise their markets. 

Such liberalisation allows 
cheap, often heavily subsidised 
goods from other countries to 
flood in, often consigning local 
producers to poverty. The 
Bishop of Oxford reminded the 
audience of the challenge inher- 
ent in Luke’s version of the beat- 



itudes: ‘Blessed are the poor.’ He 
called the Church to ‘stand in 
solidarity with those most vul- 
nerable and marginalised people 
in the world’ whom poverty and 
injustice have robbed of their 
dignity, and suggested that we 
could do so by seeking to ‘evalu- 
ate, first of all, and then to work 
against those policies which 
impinge upon and oppress [the 
poor] so starkly.’ 

For Muhammad Imran, edu- 
cation officer for Islamic Relief, a 
key point was that we don’t need 
to be experts to understand or get 
involved with trade justice: ‘the 
bottom line is that something 
very simple, simply unfair and 
unjust is occurring.’ 

Pushpanath Krish-namurthy, 
campaign executive on OXFAM’s 
Make Trade Fair campaign, 
shared his experience of motivat- 
ing marginalised groups overseas 
to act for trade justice. He inspired 
with the story of a group of Indian 
women who had lost their liveli- 
hoods because of unaccountable 
liberalisation. They made up their 
first petition and collected 14,000 
signatures from their village alone. 



ST Mary's Church, Turville 
joined forces with WaterAid to 
back the Make Poverty History 
Campaign, tying a white band 
around the church tower after a 
Sunday service. 

Church warden, David 
Redhouse, who works as a policy 
officer at WaterAid said: V A child 
dies every 15 seconds from 
water-related diseases that in 



most cases are easily preventa- 
ble. Access to water and sanita- 
tion provides the first essential 
steps out of poverty. But cur- 
rently there is not enough 
money being spent on these 
basic services, and the money 
that is spent is often not spent 
in the right way. We are 
demanding that the UK 
Government takes action/ 



Reasons to be cheerful at PACT 



DIOCESAN charity Parents 
And Children Together (PACT) 
has two very definite reasons to 
be cheerful this month! 

For a start, it has been able 
to secure some high-powered 
commercial sponsorship for 
its Midsummer Ball at 
Blenheim Palace on 17 June. 
Success-Motivation 
International (SMI) of Sutton 
Courtenay deals in personal 
and professional development 
and has a particular interest in 
family motivation pro- 
grammes for children and par- 
ents. MD John Harris says : 
‘Due to the nature of our busi- 
ness, we are fortunate enough 
to be in a position to offer 
practical assistance in the 
community. Our biggest chal- 
lenge was to find the charity 
that would benefit the most 
and when we read about the 
activities of PACT it became 
apparent that we could offer 
something of value to their 
Housing and Community 
activities’. PACT is delighted 




Parmr* And Children Together 



to have the support of SMI 
and hopes that having this 
prestigious company on board 
will act as leverage to further 
commercial organisations 
around Berks, Bucks and 
Oxon to use the Midsummer 
Ball as a corporate hospitality 
opportunity. Enquiries for 
both the sponsors' package 
and personal tickets can be 
made to 0118 938 7600. 

The second piece of news 
from PACT is the official 
opening of the Didcot Family 
Centre at Hillary Drive in 
Didcot. PACT'S community 
partners, clients and staff 
came together to raise a glass 
to the latest example of PACT 
fulfilling its mission to meet 
need where it is found around 
the Diocese and ‘to build and 
strengthen families’. 



Bells ring out for Pope 



THE retuned and rehung bells 
of Shrivenham rang out in a 
solemn half muffled quarter 
peal for the Pope’s funeral. 

Bellringers had been plan- 
ning to ring the first full peal 
on the new ring of ten bells 
for the Royal Wedding, but 
plans had to be hastily 
rearranged when the date of 
Pope John Paul II funeral was 
set for April 8. 

Instead, the bells rang a 
solemn muffled peal in tribute 
to the Pope. 

The next day, the day of the 



rang a joyful quarter peal for 
Prince Charles and his new 
wife. Ringers were joined by 
13-year-old Rebecca 
Crabtree, who agreed at short 
notice to complete the band 
by ringing the treble, despite 
having never rung a quarter 
peal on ten bells before. 

Director of Communication 
for the Diocese of Oxford, 
Richard Thomas, said it was 
probably the first time since 
the Reformation that Church 
of England Church Bells were 
rung to mark the funeral of a 



Royal Wedding, bellringers Roman Catholic Pope. 

Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 
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ACE DENTURE CENTRES 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

• We make dentures look like real natural teeth at affordable 
prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be 
supported to return to your natural 

appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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News 



In the shadow of 
a Royal Wedding 

Mary Barnes, team vicar of St John the Baptist church in Windsor, writes 
about what its been like to live life in the media spotlight in past weeks 



THIS week it seemed as though 
we all had our ‘15 minutes of 
fame’. 

For the last couple of weeks 
just walking in and out of 
church meant facing a barrage 
of tv cameras, reporters, techni- 
cians or just a curious crowd 
gathered to see who was being 
interviewed. 

So the dilemma is - do you 
stride past them and ignore 
them, do you walk in front of 
the camera and hope to catch a 
glimpse of yourself on the TV 
news - or do you take the long 
route round into the back 
entrance of the church? 

The excitement, of course, is 
the royal wedding which took 
place just 50 yards from St. 
John the Baptist church in the 
High Street of Windsor. At the 
church we are used to nestling 
just yards from the mighty walls 
of the castle - a place bigger 
than the town of Windsor itself. 
The name of the local Borough 
ward is ‘Castle Without’ and we 
are one of only four Royal 
Boroughs in England and 
Wales. 

The media arrived as soon as 



the wedding was announced. 
Every day there were camera 
crews in the High Street, many 
of them from abroad, all want- 
ing someone to interview. It sur- 

'One curious request 
came from a German 
TV station who want- 
ed to film our Sunday 
service even though 
we explained to them 
that the Royal Family 
aren't part of our 
congregation' 

prised me just how many people 
were willing to be interviewed. 

Weeks before the wedding the 
clergy in Windsor were regular- 
ly getting calls asking for us to 
comment on the royal wedding 
- though I wonder why we were 
expected to have any greater 
wisdom or information on it 
than any other clergy. One curi- 
ous request came from a 
German TV station who want- 
ed to film our Sunday service 
even though we explained to 



them that the Royal Family 
aren’t part of our congregation 
and we weren’t involved in the 
wedding. 

Being in a prime position just 
yards down the road from the 
Guildhall we were then overrun 
by TV crews sizing up the various 
vantage points for cameras and 
reporters. It seems as though 
everyone (except the vicar!) has 
been up our bell tower recently - 
camera crews, reporters, insur- 
ance assessors, the police, the 
bomb squad, the police moun- 
taining group, churchwardens, 
bellringers et al. 

It has been fun to have the 
place full of the media. A few 
days before the wedding the 
technicians began to lay cables. 
All around the churchyard was 
criss-crossed by heavy duty 
cables, lines all neatly laid and 
covered - all carefully colour 
coded. They wandered in and 
out for coffees and lunches 
when the coffee bar was open 
and came in to shelter from the 
snow on Friday morning. 

There has been wild specula- 
tion about the vast sums of 
money paid to the local shops 



Witnessing the passing of two Popes 




I HAVE only twice visited 
Rome. By some strange coinci- 
dence, on each occasion, a Pope 
has died the very next day. But 
the mood in the city in 
September 1978 and in April 
2005 could not have been more 
different. 

In 1978, Rome was filled 
with a sense of expectancy and 
hope. John Paul I was newly 
elected, and seemed to promise 
a return to the freshness and 
unpredictability of John XXIII. 
His sudden and inexplicable 
death caused bewilderment to 
the faithful: what purpose of 
God might have been at work 
in his appointment and then in 
the snatching away of such a 
warm and genial Christian 
leader? Had evil triumphed, as 
some conspiracy theorists 
immediately announced, and 
some still maintain? Or was 
there some more mundane 
explanation, perhaps a stress- 
induced condition; or was it 
simply ‘one of those things’? 

Some 27 years later, John 
Paul II’s life drew to a close in a 
very different world - a world 



shaped in part by the ministry 
of this remarkable Polish pope. 

In solidarity with the peoples 
of the Eastern bloc, he had pub- 
licly challenged the values of 
Marxist atheism, and seen the 
Soviet empire crumble. He had 
privately challenged wofld 
leaders to examine their own 
values in the light of Christ, the 
Light of the world. He spoke 
for all Christians in his apology 
to world Jewry for the millen- 
nia of blame, hostility and per- 
secution that had culminated in 
the Holocaust. An uncompro- 
mising Catholic, his forthright 
insistence on traditional moral 
values had found an unexpect- 
ed response in the lives of a 
younger generation brought up 
in the fog of postmodernism. 

Thankfulness 

There was a mood of thankful- 
ness in St Peter’s Square in April 
2005, gratitude to God for a 
good and faithful servant, now 
called to his rest, and to that life 
in which ‘he will know even as 
he has been known’. 

But where does this leave us 
in reflecting on the all-too-short 
ministry of John Paul I? His 
improbable emergence, brief 
pontificate and mysterious 
death in some ways resemble a 
bright shooting star - but that 
is to diminish his own life and 
ministry into an easy metaphor. 



Perhaps it is better to speak in 
the language of mystery, the 
mystery of life and death, and 
the mystery of God’s purposes 
for each of us. 

In a sense, John Paul I’s 
death, like the unexpected 
death of any beloved spouse, or 
child, or friend, provides the 
shadow which will highlight all 
that the great Artist will make 
of all that still lies ahead for 
those who remain. This is not 
to diminish the pain and loss, 
but to emphasise the mystery, 
and challenge to faith. The 
future belongs always in His 
hands, and the challenge to us 
is not to understand, but still to 
trust. That was the faith that 
held John Paul II through the 
dark days of the attempt on his 
life in 1981. 

Reflecting on this mystery, let 
the last words be his: 

‘It was all a testimony to 
divine grace... the sense of being 
an ‘unworthy servant’ is grow- 
ing in me in the midst of all that 
happens around me... There is 
no evil from which God cannot 
draw forth a greater good. 
There is no suffering which he 
cannot transform into a path 
leading to Him.’ 

John Rees is Registrar of the 
Diocese of Oxford. See also 
Alison Webster's column on 
Papal politics on page 6. 







by the media for the use of their 
windows. There were camera 
people hanging out of every 
possible window and filming 
from every possible vantage 
point on Saturday - some 
looked like very precarious 
positions hanging from 2nd 
floor windows of the store 
opposite the Guildhall. 



Saturday was great - you 
couldn’t move within 200 yards 
of the Castle and the Guildhall 
with the crowds of people who 
lined Park Street and the High 
Street to catch a glimpse of the 
wedding party, but Windsor 
always has a buzz about it - it 
is the second most visited tourist 
venue in the UK. The church 



opened up the coffee bar and 
offered hospitality to hundreds 
of people. 

By Sunday morning, howev- 
er, there was no trace left of the 
media, the crowds, the curiosity 
- Windsor was back to normal. 
Life will seem quite quiet after 
the excitement of the last few 
weeks. 



Shades of Glass Studio 



Call us for a no 
obligation quotation on: 

★ Lead lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and 
engraved detail 

★ Polycarbonate weather 
& vandal-proof 
protective sheeting 

★ Galvanised a Stainless 
Steel protective grills 

References available, 
work undertaken on 
many local churches 
and colleges 



Lead Light 
‘Windows 



Craftsmen built Lead Light and 
Stained Glass Windows, 
Specialists in Church Window 
refurbishment and 
replacement. 




INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 

Tel: OXFORD 01865 340831 

Shades of Glass 12 Fane Drive 
Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 
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People & places 




The case of 

Finstock’s 

incredible 

shrinking 

vicar! 



MEMBERS of Finstock congre- 
gation have seen their vicar vis- 
ibly shrinking before their very 
eyes. And it’s all in the cause of 
creating an upper room in the 
nineteenth century church. 

The Revd. Jane Knowles has 
been taking the pounds off in a 
sponsored slim nicknamed The 
Vicar’s Vanishing Volume. She 
originally weighed in at a 14 
stone 5 lbs and has reached 12 
stone 13 lbs - with just one 
pound to shed to reach her 
intermediate target of two 
stone 12 lbs. 

‘I am weighed in every 
Friday evening by the Church 
Youth group H20, at the 
beginning of our meetings. 



One of the purposes of the 
upper room is to give them a 
place to go,’ says the Revd Jane 
Knowles. ‘Currently they meet 
in my kitchen or on the floor of 
my study, and that gets a bit 
crowded.’ 

She has so far raised six hun- 
dred pounds from sponsorship 
and needs a further £400 - so 
there are still pounds to shed. 
The secret of her success has 
been in cutting out bread, bis- 
cuits , cakes, potatoes, rice and 
pasta. 

‘It has meant saying no to 
temptation which is a good dis- 
cipline in my line of business,’ 
she says, but admits ‘I find it 
difficult.’ 




The Finstock church work 
will cost £89,000 and is still 
short of £18,000, despite hard 
work raising money by the 
congregation. Those who 
would like to s 
sor Jane’s 
clerical slim- 
in should 
contact 
Revd Jane 
Knowles 
at The 
Vicarage, 

Mount 
Skippett 
Road, 

Finstock. 




Ruthern Valley 

Self-Catering Lodges/Caravans 
Beautiful rural woodland setting 

No Bar, No Disco, No Bingo 

Tel/Fax: 01208 831 395 

Ruthern Valley Holidays 

Ruthernbridge, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 5LU. 

www.self-catering-ruthern.co.uk 




Westminster Institute of Education 



Meet us at our Adult Learners Day 

Monday 1 6 May, 1 1 am - 2pm 

To book a place call 01865 488259 



OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 



New ways of thinking about 

Theology and Religion 

at Wesley Centre Oxford 

Interested in... ? 

■ Contextual Theology ■ Spirituality and Religion 
■ Sacred Texts ■ Human Development 

Study individual modules, or 
aim for a Certificate, Diploma, BA or MA. 

Enrol at any time throughout the year. 



t. 01865 488353 
e. wco@brookes.ac.uk 



Wesley Centre Oxford 
Oxford Brookes University 
Harcourt Hill Campus 
k Oxford OX2 9AT 



Young bellringers compete 



ON 2 April, seven teams of 
young bell ringers from all 
over the diocese met at Purley- 
on -Thames to compete in the 
first ever John Butler Trophy. 

The trophy has been special- 
ly designed by two Pangboume 
ringers, Len Palfrey and 
Richard Carpenter, to mark the 
100th birthday of John Butler. 
John is now living in retire- 
ment in Chudleigh, Devon, 
but he was for 73 years tower 
captain at Bradfield, Berkshire. 

John started ringing in 
1919, in response to a recruit- 
ment drive for new bell ringers 
following World War I. 
During the war Bradfield bells 
had been ‘manned’ by women, 
quite an exceptional occur- 
rence but essential while the 
men were away in the war. 

In 1922 he became a mem- 
ber of the Oxford Diocesan 
Guild of Church Bell Ringers 
and in 1927, tower captain at 
St. Andrew's, Bradfield, 
Berkshire. In 2000 he was 
awarded the MBE for services 
to bell ringing in Bradfield. 

During his captaincy he 
taught many young people the 
art and science of bell ringing 
and it is most apt that the new 



ST. MARY’S, Stratfield Mortimer 
will this year be holding their festi- 
val from 14 May to 26 May. The 
Flower Festival on the theme of 
‘Peace and Unity’ will take place 
during the first weekend and will 
be complimented by two concerts; 
an organ recital and choir conceit 
on 14 May at 7.30pm, and a 
recital by Eton College Chapel 
Choir on 21 May at 7.30pm. 
Festival Services will be held every 



Youth Trophy should be 
named in his honour. 

His 21st birthday was punc- 
tuated, very memorably, by 
the birth of our Queen! 

John was ringing until two 
years ago and is still very alert 
and enjoying his retirement. 
He was delighted that the 
Guild had honoured him in 
this way. 

The competition, which was 
organized by Chris Wells (14 ) 
of Tilehurst, drew teams from 
North Bucks, East Berks and 
South Bucks, Shiplake 
Oxfordshire, Reading branch, 
Vale of the White Horse, 
Sonning Deanery and Oxford 
City, each team containing at 
least 4 under-21s. The compe- 
tition was judged by Robin 
Hall of Oxford and Keith 
Anderson of Wallingford. The 
winners were the team from 
Oxford: Jonathan Cresshull*, 
Simon Edwards*, Sarah 
Franklin, Heather Banyard, 
Nick Hartley and Leon 
Thompson, the conductor. 
(*over 21.) 

Bobbie May , press officer for 
the Oxford Diocesan guild of 
bell ringers 



weeknight during the festival at 
5.30pm and other special services 
include a Thanksgiving Service for 
village life on Sunday 22 May at 
6.30pm and a Confirmation 
Service with the Bishop of Reading 
on Thursday 26 May at 7.30pm. 
All events will be held at St Mary’s 
church and funds raised will go to 
the church. For more information 
and tickets contact the Parish 
Office on 0118 933 3704. 



Deaf awareness course 

Courses in deaf awareness are 
available through the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for the Deaf. 
One of the priorities of the 
0DCD is to make sure all 
churches are accessible to peo- 
ple with all kinds of hearing 
losses, to enable this to happen 
we need to raise awareness 
among the clergy. 

If your church is interested in a 
course, 0DCD will try and 
arrange a Deaf Awareness Day 
in your area for you and other 
local churches. 

Topics covered would include: 

• Types of hearing losses; 

• The disability discrimination 
act and how churches could 
provide access; 

• Information about the loop 
grants provided by 0DCD. 
Please contact Jane Tolson if 
you are interested by email 
jane.tolson@btintemet.com or 
fax 01865 798379. 



StRide cash pours in 

Money from last year's StRide 
in aid of Oxfordshire's Historic 
Churches Trust has reached an 
amazing £104,790, more than 
ever before. 

St Mary's Church, Holwell 
topped the list again, raising 
more money than any other 
church. There were many new 
participants, including Lizzie 
Findley, 7 of West Hendred 
who with Mum and sister 
Hannah, 12, visited 12 
churches and raised £331.55. 
Most travelled were Robin 
Fieth and Howard Papworth, 
of St Mary's, Pyrton, who 
cycled 75 miles and visited 59 
churches. 



Unicorn group 

The Unicom group, an ecumenical 
discussion group founded by 
Nicholas Zernov, has two meetings 
this month in Oxford. On May 6, 
Sandy Chubb of the Phoenix Prison 
Trust will speak on the Mysterious 
Power of Silence and on 20 May 
Revd Canon Hugh Wybrew will 
speak on the Holy Fire: Orthodox 
Easter in Jerusalem. Meetings are 
held at 1pm at the House of St 
Gregory and St Macrina, 1 
Canterbury Road, Oxford. 




The winning team from Oxford pick up their prize 

Peace and unity flower festival 



Eco-column 

My wife and I have just moved to a new house. 
A delightful cottage in a small north 
Oxfordshire village. My new contact details 
appear below. We are renting. In our previous 
house we were using energy saving light bulbs, 
had water saving containers in the garden, had 
bought energy saving white goods and were 
recycling as much as possible. Sourcing as 
much of our food from local outlets is also a 
keen interest of ours. 

In our new house white goods are provided 
and are not the energy saving variety; there are 
twice as many light bulb sockets as we had 
before, all the downpipes outside are cast iron 
and therefore not suitable for water saving con- 



tainers, and all the white goods are standard. 
However, we've now bought energy saving 
light bulbs throughout, we have excellent dou- 
ble glazing in the house which helps with our 
use of oil and electric. We are delighted to find 
that the local Council are good on recycling; 
and we have even we have sent off for a new 
wormery to deal with our kitchen waste. It 
goes to show that energy saving is not easy and 
takes some effort to organise. Outlay can be 
costly and clearly some thought needs to be 
given for those who find that cost simply too 
much to cope with. 

In our last village there was no village shop; 
there is an excellent and previously award win- 
ning shop in our new village and we are look- 
ing forward to using it frequently. Not quite an 
eco warrior but getting more ecofriendly and 
as the old maxim has it - every little helps! 

Revd Canon Glyn Evans is rural officer for the 
Diocese of Oxford. He has moved to Sibford 
Gower and can be contacted on 01295 7888021 
or by email at glynpe@tiscali.co.uk. 
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New archdeacon 'looks forward to dialogue' 



THE new archdeacon of Oxford is very at home 
with Cathedral life, which is just as well, as he 
and his family are moving into Christ Church. 
He grew up with his father singing in the 
Cathedral choir at Chelmsford, and he has 
served most recently at Guildford Cathedral. 

Julian will have taken up his post in Oxford 
on 1 May; his wife Rachel and four children 
will join him at the end of June, after his two 
oldest children have finished their AS levels and 
GCSEs, respectively. 

Born into an Anglican family, he says he did 

'Of course there are times when 
things happen, of which the 
tsunami was the most recent, 
which make you think, how on 
earth is the world ordered? But 
I ask the question to discover, 
not to doubt' 

the 'usual teenage thing' and drifted away from 
the church after he was confirmed. It was while 
he was studying at Cambridge that he came to 
faith, as an adult. 

‘Interestingly, it was through the influence of 
those who played football. I also had a lot of 
respect for the college chaplain, and Don 
Cupitt was dean at the time, so I had lots of 
influences. 

‘I was at the college at the stage at which the 
Christian union constituted a third of the col- 
lege, it was a very impressive time, there were 
lots of thought provoking people around.’ 

He said he thought about ordination at 
Emmanuel, but then decided he shouldn't 
‘press it’ and explored other opportunities. 

He did temporary jobs in London for two 




years, including working on a building site. ‘In 
some ways, that was one of the most enjoyable 
jobs I have ever done! That period of tempo- 
rary work really was my ‘life experience’ and 
taught me to relate to people. 

‘But as my other opportunities fell down one 
by one, someone said to me, come on stop mess- 
ing about, and I went forward for ordination.’ 

He studied at Wycliffe Hall in Oxford, for 
three years, before having his first taste of 
parish life in West London. He describes it as a 
‘very formative time for me personally’ and it 
was there that he met and married his wife, 
Rachel, who works as a headhunter. 

He followed Rachel back to Oxford, for her 
work, and worked jointly at Wycliffe and Jesus 
College as a chaplain. 



From the archives: How many One Pound Coins to Oxford? 



bv Phil Hind 

THE headline may seem an odd question but it 
is one which recalls ‘Whitsun Farthings’; a chil- 
dren's fund raising scheme which which ran for 
several years. For example, in 1955 1,798,384 
farthings (over £30,000 today) were collected 
which, the organisers claimed, would have 
stretched from Christ Church Cathedral to 
beyond Burford, Eton or Olney... depending on 
which direction you happened to lay them! Or 
if you were inclined, you could stack them to a 
height of over 7,000 feet or stagger about 
under their 4 1/211 tons weight. The 1956 tar- 
get was to be two million farthings. 

‘We like to think and count in Farthings 
because God cares for the tiny wrens (like the 
one on the back of a farthing) and He loves lit- 
tle people and can do much more with 960 far- 
things collected by 30 
or 40 children than 
with one person’s £1 
note.’ 

The scheme appears 
to have run out of 
steam perhaps because 
the farthing was with- 




May 1969: Children meet Bishop Carpenter at the 
annual gift service at Christ Church Cathedral 



drawn from circulation or with decimalisation - 
perhaps the ‘Whitsun 10p’ didn't have the same 
ring. In 1969 when the picture (above) was taken 
£416 was collected (roughly £4,000 today). 

Did you collect your farthings as a child, or 
perhaps you recognise yourself in the picture 
above. Do let us know. 

We've got more more information about the 
Whitsun Farthings on our website 
www.doornewspaper.com 

Phil Hind is the diocesan web editor 




TO CELEBRATE THE 60 TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY 
AND VJ DAY THIS YEAR, THE DOOR IS PLANNING A SPE- 
CIAL FEATURE AND WOULD LIKE TO HEAR YOUR MEM- 
ORIES OF HOW YOUR CHURCH WAS USED DURING THE 
WAR. WHAT DID YOUR CHURCH DO TO CELEBRATE THE 
END OF THE WAR? WRITE TO US AT THE USUAL ADDRESS. 



He then moved to Westminster, and finally 
Guildford. 

‘I know Cathedral life from the inside and 
I'm looking forward to moving into Christ 
Church. 

‘I think it is hugely important that church 
stays in touch with academia. The unique posi- 
tion Christ Church holds, of being a college and 
a Cathedral, presents challenges but it is about 
using what the past has given us creatively.’ 

His children, aged from 17 to nine are also 
looking forward to moving into the place 
where Harry Potter was filmed, he says. 

On his faith, he says he is not a person who 
doubts, but a person who questions. 

‘William Temple (a former Archbishop of 
Canterbury) once said he never had a doubt 
and I wouldn't put myself in that category, but 
I question rather than doubt. 

‘Of course there are times when things hap- 
pen, of which the tsunami was the most recent, 
which make you think, how on earth is the 
world ordered? But I ask the question to dis- 
cover, not to doubt.’ 

He has discovered God most of all through 
the experience of love, from growing up in a 
loving family and having a loving family. 

‘Someone once said the main trysting 
between God and man is in the context of our 
close relationships and I would want to say the 
same. 

‘Reflection and reading matter to me a lot, 



and my encounter with people of different faiths 
has helped me develop spiritually. I have always 
liked encountering different points of view. I 
take seriously whatever God sends to me and try 
to listen. 

‘God gave us two ears and one mouth after 
all, and that means quite a lot, I think. I have 
learnt about God both through dialogue and 

'I have learnt about God both 
through dialogue and 
disagreements' 

disagreements, I look forward to engaging with 
people in Oxford - the letters have already 
started coming in!’ 

He mentions one letter in particular, published 
in the Door last month, which questioned the 
need for the seven bedroom apartment which 
the Archdeacon of Oxford traditionally occupies 
at Christchurch. 

‘The writer should know that the diocese is 
getting an archdeacon on the cheap in Oxford, 
as the costs of housing are met by the college, 
not the diocese,' he laughs. 

And with four children to house, and an office 
and a secretary to fit in, under Archdeacon 
Hubbard every last one of those rooms at 
Christ Church will be occupied. 

Interview by Rebecca Paveley . Photo Frank 
Blackwell 



Authors 

Want Your Book Published 
All subjects considered 

New Authors Welcome 

Weston Press Ltd 

3 Seafield court, 51 South Road, 
Weston Super Mare BS23 2LU. 
Email: info@westonpress.co.uk 
www.westonpress.co.uk 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian 
and MA, FRCO 

Is available to deputise at 
short notice, including 
weddings and funerals. 
Wide experience : 
reasonable fee 
Tel: (01993) 813933 



COTSWOLD I 

y&v Wildlife Park 

- and Gardens - 

From ANTS to RHINOS in 
160 Acres of Parkland 

PLUS: 

★ ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
★ CHILDREN’S FARMYARD 
★ CAFETERIA ★ INDOOR EXHIBITS 

OPEN EVERY DAY from 10am except 25th Dec 



Burford, Oxon OX18 4JW 

Tel: (01993) 823006 

Mid-way between Oxford & Cheltenham 

www. co ts wold wi ldl i fep ark. co . uk 





Saturday 21 May 
Dorchester Abbey 
7.30pm 



Stephanie Gonley - director 



Music for strings by 
Grieg, Elgar, Delius and Dvorak. 



Tickets from £10 
Box Office 0870 7500659 
or www.musicatoxford.com 




Planning a wedding is exciting - and potentially 
exhausting! Couples spend so much time and energy 
organising their big day that they often don't consider 
the bigger picture: their future as husband and wife. 
Published by Lion in association with Care for the 
Family, Rules of Engagement is an invaluable 
companion for couples preparing for their wedding - 
and beyond. Katharine and Richard Hill offer 
practical advice for every aspect of the big day, 
including prioritising, budgets, customs and traditions, 
timetables and planning the service. The authors 
believe the key task of engagement is moving from 
thinking 'I' to thinking x we'. In the second part of this 
book, they encourage couples to spend time discussing 
key areas of their life together through ten principles - 
or 'rules of engagement' - and to talk honestly about 
their hopes, fears and expectations. Building strong 
foundations, communication, forgiveness, previous 
relationships, keeping romance alive, developing 
intimacy and realistic budgeting are all addressed in 
common-sense language, illustrated with plenty of 
lively real-life examples. 

Through reading and using 'Rules of Engagement' 
together, couples will discover new things about each 
other and build strong foundations for a lasting 
marriage.The book is also a handy resource for those 
preparing couples for marriage. 



Advice and support Jor vour 



Including: 

^ Planning 

Setting budgets 

a* Roles and 

responsibilities 

** Communication 

s* Resolving conflict 

Past relationships. 



‘A little ‘must have’ treasure.’ 

BBCJ Fame Academy’s David and Carrie Grant 



Only £6.99. Available from all good 
LION bookshops and from www.lionhudson.com 
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Papal Politics 



It’s often said that 
George Bush is 
the most powerful 
man in the world 
But now a new 
truth is being cre- 
ated: that the late 
Pope was the 
most influen- 
tial one. This 
invites us to reflect 
on the nature of 
political and spir- 
itual power 

The good thing 
about being the Pope is that 
your election happens only 
once. As prospective parliamen- 
tary candidates dash frenetically 
from door-to-door, I’m sure 
they’d love the thought that 
success might lead to 27 years 
of uninterrupted office-hold- 
ing, without having to renew 
their electoral mandate. There is 
an apparent contrast between 
the bickering and fractiousness 
of a general election campaign 
and the serene and ordered 
preparations for the papal con- 
clave. Political power is fickle; 
spiritual power appears to be 
‘above all that’. 

But appearances can be 
deceptive, for institutional reli- 
gion is as much about politics 
as secular politics is. Spiritual 
and political power are inextri- 
cably linked. Many commen- 
tators have outlined the para- 
dox that the man who 
opposed state totalitarianism 
was ruthlessly authoritarian in 
the way he ran the church. The 
late Pope was not simply a 
harmless spiritual being who 
liked kissing tarmac and 
babies. He was a formidable 
and shrewd political operator. 
And like all political spiritual 
leaders, his reign created both 
winners and losers. He was 
undoubtedly a ‘voice for those 
without a voice’ - the world’s 
pooi; victims of war, and all 
those deemed disposable and 
worthless by western capital- 
ism. But he also created new 
cohorts of the marginalized - 



those whose 
experience and 
identity placed 
them outside the 
faith that had 
hitherto been 
their spiritual 
birthright: 
women embrac- 
ing life-possibili- 
ties beyond vir- 
ginity or mother- 
hood, divorced 
people, lesbian 
and gay people, 
and ordinary heterosexual 
people seeking to avoid 
unwanted pregnancy and/or 
HIV infection through means 
other than sexual abstinence. 

John Paul II knew what he 
stood for and knew what he 
stood against. He stated both 
with skill, conviction, intelli- 
gence and charisma. He was 
loved passionately as a result - 
apparendy by both his support- 
ers and his detractors. Such is 
the success of his brand of polit- 
ical spiritual leadership that it’s 
become hard to imagine that 
the Catholic church could have 
been run in any other way. 

But not impossible. On 4 
April the Womenchurch 
Convergence announced an 
open conclave in cyberspace 
(www.women-churchconver- 
gence.org/conclave), and called 
on Catholic leaders to invite 
women from every continent 
to participate in the election of 
the new Pope, saying, ‘We pro- 
mote participatory, egalitarian 
structures rather than hierar- 
chical domination. We see the 
papacy as a sign of unity, not a 
person with authority. We call 
on all Catholics to take this 
unique opportunity to rethink 
basic aspects of our common 
life’. Their struggle is for a 
Catholic church that is a ‘disci- 
pleship of equals’. Now there’s 
a timely spiritual and political 
challenge. And it’s relevance 
goes way beyond Catholicism. 
Alison Webster is Diocesan 
Social Responsibility Adviser 




Facts, figures and volunteering 

Paul Hartley, co-ordinator CRI Contact Oxford, on volunteering to help the homeless 



‘ACCORDING to government figures’ is a 
form of words which alerts most of us to 
the difficulties of pinning down just what 
is going in the world in which we live. 
Getting to grips with homelessness is no 
exception. Government figures in March 
2005 told us that homelessness numbers 
fell by 6 per cent in England last year. 
Crisis, a charity that campaigns on behalf 
of the homeless tells us that there are 
350,000 ‘hidden homeless’ - people living 
in hostels, squats, bed & breakfast and 
sleeping on the floors of friends and rela- 
tives. This costs Britain £1.4 billion each 
year according to Crisis. In this Year of 
Volunteer; and with this month’s theme of 
Justice, do these figures matter? Isn’t it 
just enough to know that there are people 
out there who need our help? 

Yes and no. Yes, it is enough to know 
that people need our help. When we are 
thinking about volunteering we want to 
offer our time, effort and skills to help 
make the world a slightly better place. We 
know there are people in every communi- 



ty who, for reasons including health, fam- 
ily breakdown, offending and often a 
combination of these, find themselves on 
the margins of our communities. If we 
volunteer to support these people then we 
can be assured that we are adding to and 
not detracting from community building. 
This is the only fact that’s really impor- 
tant. But the answer might also be no, it 
isn’t enough just to know there are people 
who need our help. Although this may be 

'When we are thinking about 
volunteering we want to offer 
our time, effort and skills to 
help make the world a slightly 
better place' 

the starting point for our search for a vol- 
unteer opportunity it does matter that we 
have at least some idea of the extent of 
the problems our communities face. From 
my experience and that of my colleagues 



working to support the homeless, the 
facts are clear, homelessness is not a thing 
of the past nor is it likely to be for some 
time. When people begin to move away 
from homelessness after the support of 
organisations such as the Night Shelter, 
hostels and the support offered by my 
own service, Contact, they need help to 
re-establish themselves over time. People 
in hostels, supported housing and full ten- 
ancies need a helping hand to move them 
from the margins of community a little 
closer to its heart. 

Contact offers one-to-one support, 
using trained volunteers, to those previ- 
ously homeless and now in hostels, sup- 
ported accommodation or full tenancies. 
If you are interested to learn more then 
call Paul Hartley on 01865 202510, 
07967974105 or email contac@crinet. 
co.uk . A wide range of volunteer oppor- 
tunities can be explored through The 
Volunteer Bureau (part if the Oxfordshire 
Community and Voluntary Association) 
on 01865 251946. 



Finding certainty in an age of impermanence 




SO they did it. Said the vows and tied the 
knot. Camilla and Charles, Charles and 
Camilla - an ‘official’ couple. The Oxford 
Mail managed to unearth another couple 
doing the same, in the same location. He 
popped the question on one knee in the 
kitchen, she accepted and the deal was 
done. I wish both unions the very best, 
may they be fruitful and long lasting for all 
involved. How we long for certainty in this 
age of impermanence. But all too often our 
relationships, our jobs and our lives throw 
up curve balls which leave us floundering 
and anxious. 

The Christian Faith is full of promises of 
God’s unwavering love. How hard it is to 
hang onto to those pledges when relationships 
break down, jobs disappear and health dwin- 
dles. Do bad things happen because we 
haven't been ‘good enough’? Are we being 
paid back for our selfishness and greed? I 
choose not to believe in that kind of punitive 



God. God's love is there, come what may. 
Former priest, turned family therapist, Jeremy 
Young, in his thoughtful and controversial 
book The Cost of Certainty’, puts it this way. 
‘Only if God's love, forgiveness and acceptance 
are regarded as the foundation and pre-condi- 
tion of our ability to repent and change, rather 
than as the consequence of our repentance, will 
the Christian religion be able to function as a 
truly liberating and transformative system of 
belief. If not, it will inevitably create restrictive 
forms of religious practice and bind believers in 
the chains of anxiety and fear.’ 

In the run up to the general election, it seems 
that many politicians play on our deep seated 
fears and worries. They promise certainty, 
when we all know that such rhetoric is often 



Do bad things happen because we 
haven't been 'good enough'? Are we 
being paid back for our selfishness and 
greed? 



hollow and meaningless. The Reading 
Chronicle is planning a question and answer 
session between its readers and Reading's 
would be MP's; ‘the chance to find out what 
the would-be Members of Parliament really 



think about the local issues that matter to 
you*. How many candidates will be coura- 
geous enough to admit that they ‘don't know’ 
how to curb crime and stop escalating rates of 
teenage pregnancy. How many will pretend 
that a quick party political fix will solve all 
ills; ‘vote for us, and we'll give you the securi- 
ty you crave’. 

Having just had the rather insecure experi- 
ence of travelling on a diving trip alone in 
Egypt, for the first time in a number of years, 
I was heartened to read the Bucks Free Press's 
feature on a new company formed for women 
in the same position. Called ‘the Independent 
Traveller* it acknowledges the growing num- 
ber of lone female travellers and tries to meet 
their needs accordingly. Faced with myself in 
my hotel bedroom, I hung onto the knowl- 
edge that God accepts us unconditionally as 
we are, and also invites us to change because 
of our relationship with him. It wasn’t an easy 
time, but my fear of being alone diminished; I 
met others in the same boat (literally), and 
managed to scuba dive without drowning. 
Like my faith journey, the holiday threw up 
big challenges, but I only had to take small 
steps to find a little serenity. 

Clare Catford presents BBC Radio 
Berkshire's Sunday programme 




OLD TOYS WANTED 



ANTIQUE AND COLLECTORS TOYS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

Die-cast and tin plate vehicles (Dinky, Schuco etc) 

- preferably pre-1970 

All types of trains and rolling stock, dolls houses and 
furniture. Meccano, boats and steam models. Metal and 
plastic figures (Britains etc) from mint/boxed to playworn. 

(New Address) PASTIMES, 3 Westbury Rd, Sherborne, Dorset. 

Tel. 01935 816072 

E-mail: info@pastimes-toys.co.uk 



COUPLE COUNSELLOR 

Rosemary Girdler. Cert. Relate 
Member BACP 

Qualified with 17 years experience 
working with couples and individuals. 
Also trained in spiritual direction. 
South Oxfordshire. 

Tel: 0118 9722355/07734996264 




SARUM 

College 

10th Anniversary Summer School 

10th to 16th July 2005. 

Lectures, visits, evening entertainment. Relax with 
friends old and new. Good food and hospitality. 
Speakers include Mary Grey, Leslie Griffiths and Hugh 
Dickinson. 

Further details from Sarum College, 19 The Close, 
Salisbury SP1 2EE Tel: 01722 424800 
email: hospitality@sarum.ac.uk 

www.sarum.ac.uk 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Cross Publication Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £99.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £134.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 Weeks Europe - From only £15.95 per person 

(No maximum age limit for single trip travel insurance) 

We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with higher than normal age limits 




J 

SWITCH 



srflP PR EM We can now sell annual 
insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

“Similar or better Travel Insurance than most 
High Street Travel Agents... up to 60% less.” 

Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 
Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 
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News 



Fusing church and community in Blackbird Leys 



Fusion, a Christian youth and community organisation 
from Australia has arrived in Oxford - and it has made 
its presence felt with a festival for the community which 
saw more than 600 people show up for sun, food and 
prayer. 




Could you help with 
foster care? 

by Jeanie Honev 
I am a social worker for Foster 
Care Associates. FCA is UK’s 
largest independent fostering 
agency providing high quality care 
for children and young people in a 
family setting. If you’ve never 
thought about fostering before 
here are three considerations. 

Firstly, to be cared for in loving 
and stable family can make all 
the difference in the world to a 
child's life. The children referred 
to us have been neglected and 
many have been abused and 
rejected by their birth families. In 
my job I see children whose lives 
have been turned around since 
they came to the foster family, 
and who are now flourishing. 

Secondly, there is a real 
shortage of foster carers so we 
can't help some of the most 
needy children. In the Thames 
Valley region we get about 80 
referrals of children and young 
people per month of which we 
can only place about 10. 

Thirdly, FCA is an excellent 
organisation to work for. Foster 
carers open their hearts and 
homes to some of our most 
deprived and challenging children 
and young people and FCA pro- 
vides them with the support they 
need: round the clock advice, reg- 
ular supervision, training cours- 
es, support groups and a good 
level of pay. There is help avail- 
able from therapists, education 
specialists, and resource workers. 

If you want to find out more 
please ring FCA on 0800 
0852225 or 01296 628300. 
Jeanie Honey is the wife of the vicar 
of Holy Trinity, Headington Quarry. 



SUMMER made an early 
appearance for the Open 
Crowd festival on Blackbird 
Leys on the hottest March day 
for 17 years. Pegasus School 
hosted the local churches 
endeavour to reach out to 
their community in a new way 
and around 600 locals 
responded by turning up to 
join in the fun, enjoying every- 
thing that was on offer from 
free prayer, cups of tea, burg- 
ers and sausages, having a go 
on the tug-of-war team, paint- 
ing an Easter egg or making a 
card. The more adventurous 
also chose to do carpentry, run 
through the wind tunnel, jump 
on the bouncy castle or learn 
new football or rugby skills. 
There was a chance to talk 



with Snit the puppet, or sim- 
ply to sit and take in all the 
fun. And it was all for free - 
an Easter Gift from the 
churches to the community 
that they served. 

David Parry, the vicar of the 
Church of the Holy Family, 
Blackbird Leys, said: ‘The 
parable of generosity was 
impressive and it was run by 
people wanting to do it. It was 

'It was all for free - 
an Easter Gift from 
the churches to the 
community that they 
served' 

also very good from the local 
churches point-of-view, as we 



were doing things beyond our 
normal ecumenical circles.’ 

It had taken just five weeks 
for Fusion Youth and 
Community to get the whole 
thing up and running in part- 
nership with the local churches. 

Fusion is a Christian Youth 
and Community organisation 
that began in Australia over 
40 years ago. It equips people 
in practical community mis- 
sion which includes employ- 
ment programmes, youth 
cafes, community festivals, 
day trips for young people and 
schools programmes. In 
Australia it has over 200 full 
time volunteer workers and 



thousands of volunteers. They 
have established a base here in 
the Oxford region and are 
now working in Canada, 
Greece, Indonesia and the 
West Indies. 

One of the team had a good 
story to tell only half an hour 
or so after the festival had fin- 
ished. He was in a local pub, 
watching the rugby on TV 
when someone recognised him 
and said how much he had 
enjoyed the whole afternoon. 
They had a great chat about 
the role of the Church in the 
community. The biggest prob- 
lem was that he had felt 
embarrassed about everything 



that was free. Many similar 
conversations were reported 
back. It had been a wonderful 
day and - yes - the whole 
thing was really a miracle 
from beginning to end. 
Another pastor commented, 
there had been a hundred rea- 
sons why it might not have 
worked at all, but that 
‘together we said let's do it 
and God had honoured our 
efforts’. 

by the team at Fusion Youth 
and Community. 

More information about 
Fusion's work can be found at 
www.fusionyac.org 





Give your Furniture 
a New Lease of Life! 

We offer specialist repair or full restoration to all 
your Wooden furniture, Upholstery, and Leather, 
carried out in the home or in our workshops 

• Scratches, dents, bums removed • Pet damage repaired 

• Cuts & rips repaired . Structural repairs 

• Surfaces refinished or reconditioned 

• Cushions refilled 

• Spring, zips, castors, buttons replaced 

• Expert colour matching and ... much morel 



YOU’LL BE AMAZED AT THE DIFFERENCE 
IT WILL MAKE TO YOUR HOME! 



For a free, no obligation quote, please call 0800 328 3671 




PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 



FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BffOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 




Partis 

‘ Independent living in Bath for active ladies’ 



A few refurbished houses are available now 



Details and application form from the Bursar: 
Bob Siderfin, The Violet Wills Wing, Partis 
College, Newbridge Hill, Bath BA1 3QD 

Telephone: 01225 421532 

(Registered Charity No. 200606) 



FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACOS 

free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

(0IZ34) 32S53I 



mmm 

Are you a single, 
widowed or unattached 
Christian seeking 
friends, companion 
or future partner? 
Connect Two can help. 

Tel: 01460 72477 

E-mail: 

HIMCMll@liilil.tHI 




MAGDALEN COLLEGE, 
OXFORD 

P/T CHAPEL VERGER 



Magdalen College wish to appoint a part time 
Chapel Verger to work in the College Chapel. 
Duties relate mainly to the choral services which 
s/he must attend, and will be involved in other 
services held in the Chapel. The position is for 
22 hours per week, including cleaning duties 
which average 5 hours per week, during Full 
Term, i.e. 30 weeks per annum. Salary will be 
£8,700 per annum. There is an optional 
contributory pension scheme and car parking. 

For further particulars and application form 
please contact: The Personnel Administrator, 
Magdalen College, Oxford 0X1 4AU (telephone 
01865 276031). 



Closing date 29 April 2005. 

Magdalen College is an Equal Opportunities Employer 





YOUTH WORKER 

Sleepy Middle England? 

Are you awake enough to meet this challenge? 

Help us wake up our young people to Christ! 

Deddington Benefice, North Oxfordshire 

We have a real commitment to bringing the Gospel to the 
young people of our village and its surrounds, so you'll 
get strong support, but you'll be the key figure in 
developing and implementing our strategy for reaching 
the 9-16+ age group. 

We have a link parish in Mmabatho, South Africa, which 
we assist in its work on behalf of children affected by 
HIV/AIDS. There would be the opportunity to visit and 
develop the relationships between our young people and 
those in Mmabatho. 

This full-time post (though we would consider part-time 
for the right person) is for two years with a possible 
extension, salary £i5*23k (depending on experience & 
qualifications). 

For further details e-mail: vicarhugo@hotmail.com or 
phone Hugh White on: 01869-349869 
www.deddingtonchurch.org 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 









Christian Publishing & Outreach 



with Posters - 

creative poster-making 
to attract and inspire, 

available from 



£8.99 

including p&p 



01534-737171 

www.postersplus.org.uk 



MODERN 

rm. 



Opus 10 
£5450.00 

including VAT 



sum- 

JOHANNUS 

Church Organs 

Quality, digitally sampled 
organs for the Church 
and home. 

Most models have built-in internal 
speakers, and are adaptable for use with 
external speakers for larger installations. 

For more information, free CD and colour 
literature on the entire range of these fine 
instruments, contact: 

John Farndon or Tim Munday on 
0118 958 1320 - MODERN MUSIC 



ROWDYS 



Designers & Makers of Fine Farnilara 

CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE AND JOINERY 



120*122 Broad Street Mall. Reading RG1 7QA 

Tel: 0118 958 1320 

e-mail: sales @ modmusic.demon.co.uk 
vmvv.modern-music.co.uk 



Church, No Organist? 

In Every Corner Sing 






Creative media and designs to teach our changing world 
with the never changing Gospel. 



Why not try 
making your 
own? 

This book wii! 



Individually designed to compliment any environment. 

* Boardrooms • Domestic 

* Churches • Libraries 

* Colleges • Offices 

Free quotations for one-off commissions or complete schemes 
Crowdys Partnership Limited, Regal Way, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7BX 

Tel: 01367 24 2264 Fax: 01367 241956 e-mail: davidl .ritcorobe@virgin.net 



For a catalogue: 

• Tel: 01903 264556 • E-mail: enquines@cpo.org.uk • Web: www.cpo.org.uk 



musicians, and can be used in many other situations. It is 
simple to use, easily portable - all that is needed is a CD 
player so there is no need for any extra expensive 
equipment, and it can be used almost anywhere. 

This growing library includes hymns for all the major 
Christian occasions. Each track has been produced in such 
a way as to facilitate hymn-singing in any situation - from 
small congregations and fellowship groups to choir 
rehearsals and school assemblies. 

'In Every Corner Sing 7 is highly versatile. Each CD 
includes all the information required to use these 
accompaniments to the full - e.g. number of verses, Key 
and even the metre, so tunes can be cross referenced with 
other hymns. 

'In Every Comer Sing 7 CDs can be purchased directly 
from Til Media. Each volume is reasonably priced, with 
special offers currently running. Also available are various 
packages including specially selected CD players suitable 
for use with 'In Every Corner Sing 7 . For further details 
contact: Til Media. 

Tel: 01656 650381 Fax: 01656 662799 
www.tllmedia.co.uk 

Advertisement Feature 



CHURCH SUPPLIES 



Cvms tv Vjcjv^skly& 

June 8th and 9th 2005 

Windmill Farm brand new 
Christian Conference Centre 
Clanfield Bampton Oxon 



vvsth O. Visit : heitoe^H Shu 



W /O tint 



ARTisTs in STAinED Glass 



David Was ley 

RiA.ATC.DipAD.FDrGP. 

ConsERyAToB^ft 
RisToRATion Specialist 

01494 773712 



u/w w . 5 rp m i ll e n n i vtn a rJIsTs. co . vie 



Sensory Perception 



Is your church planning to 
start making new 
kneelers, if so I can 
stretch and straighten 
your canvases, sew them 
up, and fill them with 91b 
of chip foam cut to size. 



Music has always been an integral part of Christian 
Worship. From time to time, churches have difficulty 
finding musicians to accompany services or other acts of 
worship. Increasingly churches, chaplaincies and 
fellowship groups up and down the country have turned to 
'In Every Corner Sing - Hymn Library 7 ,fromTll Media 
Ltd to solve this problem. 

This karaoke-style library of hymns provides 
accompaniments for use in churches that lack regular 



Posters and Daisy Chains 



Call Jacquie for a very 
competitive price. 



& 



, CLaCjLLLZ 



61 Nethercote Road, Tackley, Kidlington, 
Oxford 0X5 3AT 

Tel: 01869 331502 



I was at a retreat in 
Guernsey, sitting in front of 
an arrangement of flowers 
and shells. At lunch-time 
someone made a daisy 
chain and draped it over the 
shells. My attention was 
riveted on the daisy chain, 
and I tried to work out 
why. 

My passion is posters. For 
30 years I have been 
running poster workshops, 
encouraging church 
members to find creative 
ways of making posters. 

The strange thing is that, 
although talent and skill 
play their part, it is 
sometimes the simplest 
poster that strikes a chord. 
As with the daisy chain, it is 
the personal touch - the joy 
of something made to 
please our Creator, from 
materials he provides - that 
touches people's hearts. 
Posters don't usually make 
their way into art galleries, 
but they can communicate 
in a way that is direct and 
immediate. 

Many churches have notice- 
boards outside, but why are 
so few used creatively? 
Certainly, allowing ordinary 
people to share their faith 
in such a prominent way 
involves risk. But there is 
no shortage of artistic 
talent in the churches, and 
the world outside is thirsty 
for something fresh and 
real. 

To find out more, contact 
Posters Plus, 7 Belvedere 
Drive, St Saviour, Jersey 
JE2 7RN, or email: 



yvonne@postersplus.org.uk 
The book Prepare the Way 
with Posters (£8.99 
including p&p from Posters 
Plus) will tell you all you 
need to know about poster- 
making, with photos, ideas 
and examples. Or why not 
invite us to run«a workshop 
in your church? 



EElSiHi 



Signs o? Cheshire Limited 
The Workshop, Winnington Ave 
Northwich, Ches. CW8 «E£ 



Call for a brochure of aluminium or oak 
notice boards & poster display cases or 
visit us at the Christian Resources 
Exhibition at Esher in May. 

Tel 01606 871188 fox 01606 871199 

www.signsofcheshire.co.uk 
e-rnail:info@signsofchfesh;re. co.uk 



Special Offer 

Claim 15% off your first order from our new resources catalogue or on 
any subscription paid by direct debit when placed before 29th July 2005 

To claim your discount cut out this advertisement and send it to us with 

your order. 



Free admission: breakfast baps, farmhouse 
meals, afternoon teas 9.30 am-8 pm on 8th 
9.30-5 pm on 9th : Leaflets 01488 71077 



• Karaoke-style Hymn Library 

• Versatile and Easy to Use CDs 

• Suitable for Any Size Group 

• £10 each or £30 for all 5 CDs 




ifi Til Media Ltd. 

T: 01656 650381 www.tllmedia.co.uk 

PO Box 138, Bridgend CF31 5WB 








9 



THE DOOR : MAY 2005 



Comment 




Moving beyond cynicism 



President Bush’s 
inaugural speech was 
a passionate appeal 
for the spread of 
democracy round the 
world. It’s already 
begun to happen in 
Iraq, even in Saudi 
Arabia there are 
some signs of devel- 
opments. There were 
the first ever municipal council 
elections there on the 10th 
February this year, whilst the 
membership of the Shura 
Council has been enlarged 
from 120 to 150 members. 
This has been seen by some as 
a very significant step designed 
to set the stage for more wide- 
ly-based elections in the future. 
And who can forget the huge 
queues of people before polling 
booths in South Africa at the 
first election there after 
apartheid? People had walked 
for hours if not days in order 
to have the great privilege of 
casting their vote. Yet in the 
United States and Britain the 
turn-out for elections is truly 
lamentable. A number of rea- 
sons have been suggested for 
this. There are no really big 
issues today. There’s no real 
difference between the three 
major parties and there’s a 
general mistrust of politics 
and politicians. In fact, of 
course, there are some very 
serious issues, there are real 
differences between the three 
parties and politicians are no 
worse, or better, than the rest 
of us. But whatever reasons 
lie behind current apathy it is 
important that we vote. 

First, we owe it to our for- 
bears, who fought so long and 
hard to obtain a vote for each 
one of us. In the 17th century 
there was a furious debate 
about democracy amongst the 
soldiers of Cromwell’s army 



and Putney Parish 
Church. One of 
them, Colonel 
Rainsborough 
said: ‘For really I 
think that the 
poorest he that is 
in England has a 
life to live, as the 
greatest he; and 
therefore truly sir I 
think it’s clear, that every man 
that is to live under a govern- 
ment ought first by his own 
consent to put himself under 
that government.’ 

It’s only comparatively 
recendy that that ideal has been 
achieved. It was only the 
Representation of the People’s 
Act in 1918 that enabled 
women to vote and at that time 
40% of men weren’t registered 
to do so. 

Then, from a Christian point 
of view our votes help, in how- 
ever small a way, to make soci- 
ety more in accord with what 
we understand to be God’s pur- 
pose for it. We are called to 
move beyond cynicism to have 
political ideals, political ideals 
which are expressed through 
the way we vote. Then, again, 
from a Christian point of view, 
there is a suspicion of powei; 
whoever exercises it. There is 
always a temptation for those in 
power to extend their power 
and, perhaps unconsciously, 
misuse it. So democracy has 
evolved checks and balances, 
the ultimate one being the free- 
dom of citizens to vote their 
government out of power The 
great American thinker 
Reinhold Niebuhr expressed 
the two sides of democracy 
with classic simplicity and 
force. ‘Our human capacity for 
justice makes democracy possi- 
ble and our human inclination 
towards injustice makes 
democracy necessary.’ 




Views on Em Coley’s Mothering Sunday and the Royal Wedding 



Inclusive Mothering Sunday 

It was good to read about an 
‘inclusive’ service for 
Mothering Sunday in ‘View 
from the Parish’ (The Door 
April 2005), as I have long felt 
uncomfortable about tradi- 
tional versions. Even some 
years ago it seemed inappro- 
priate to give thanks ‘for 
Mummy making it better and 
Daddy coming home from 
work’ as one Litany expressed 
it. However; the tradition of 
giving flowers seems worth 
preserving - they are so wel- 
come after the winter and a 
lovely sight in church (and Em 
Coley could thus save herself 
one anxiety dream!). In our 
church, children (of all ages) 
give posies to their mothers 
and button-holes to their 
fathers, in recognition of the 
nurturing they receive from 
both; flowers are also given to 
all other adults in the congre- 
gation, in thanks for the car- 
ing role we all share. This year 
we further removed the gender 
bias by including the story of 
the Good Samaritan: children 
easily recognized which char- 
acters did the ‘mothering’. 
Sara Edwards 
Water Stratford, Bucks 



Penal substitution 

I should like to make two 
comments on the letter from 
G R Hargrove in the March 

Clergy News 

Revd Des Foote, NSM for 

Ruscome with Twyford in the 
Sonning Deanery, is to be House 
for Duty Priest, Woolhampton 
with Midgham and Beenham 
Valence and Aldermaston with 
Wasing and Brimpton, Bradfield 
Deanery; Revd Graham Fotilis 
Brown, Rector, Rotherfield 
Peppard & Kidmore End & 
Sonning Common, is to be also 
Acting Area Dean, Henley; 
Revd Tim Higgins, Team 
Rector, Aylesbury with Bierton 



issue of The Door. 

1. The creed requires us to 
proclaim the church’s teaching 
that God’s son became man in 
Jesus, lived a human life, was 
crucified, died and rose again 
‘for us men and for our salva- 
tion’. How Jesus’ life, death 
and resurrection is able to rec- 
oncile human beings to God is 
a question that has exercised 
theologians ever since it hap- 
pened. Many theories have 
been advanced, often affected 
by the customs of the societies 
in which they were put for- 
ward eg slavery, animal sacri- 
fice, the feudal system. 
Wisely, the church has never 
declared that any theory is the 
one ‘true’ one. We do not all 
accept ‘penal substitution’. 

2. St. Francis of Assisi called 
all creatures his brothers and 
sisters - Brother Wolf, Brother 
Sun, Sister Death. If we are to 
know people ‘by their works’, 
Francis is good enough for 
me. All are God’s beloved chil- 
dren, even the prodigals or the 
self-excluded unforgiving. 
Alison Adcock 

Oxford 



Royal Wedding 

Father Pinnock of Stony 
Stratford (Letters, April Door) 
should think a little more 
before he tries to overturn the 
sentiments of Bishop Richard 
Harries on the royal wedding. 

& Hulcott and Area Dean of 
Aylesbury, is standing down as 
Area Dean; Revd Mark 
Laynesmith, Assistant Curate 
In the benefice of Tadcaster with 
Newton Kyme, North Yorkshire, 
is to be Chaplain at the 
University of Reading; Revd 
Mandy Marriott, Priest in 
Charge, St Frideswide's, Water 
Eaton, is to be also Area Dean 
of Milton Keynes; Revd 
Elizabeth Mason, Team Vicar, 
Swan Team Ministry, is to 
retire; Revd Tim Norwood, 
Team Vicar, Watling Valley Team 
Ministry, is to be also Associate 



In Romans chapter 13, St. 
Paul declares: ‘... the powers 
that be are ordained of God’ 
which is another way of say- 
ing that civil government is of 
Divine institution. That being 
the case, a marriage ceremony 
conducted by a state official is 
completely valid; it is not defi- 
cient in any way. 

In 2 Corinthians chapter 5 
St. Paul likens the bond 
between Christ and his church 
to the marriage bond; not the 
other way round as Fr 
Pinnock suggests. 

Lastly, Fr Pinnock should be 
careful in his use of the word 
‘sacramental’ since our Lord 
only instituted two sacraments 
and marriage was not one of 
them. 

James Wilson 

Reading, Berks 

On the front page of the 
March Door, Bishop Richard 
tells us ‘Why we should all be 
happy for Charles and 
Camilla’. I too am ‘happy’ in 
one respect, but only one; that 
Charles has finally decided, 
after a relationship of some 30 
years, to have the guts to final- 
ly ‘make an honest woman’ of 
his long-standing mistress, 
Mrs Parker Bowles. 

I would not want, any more 
than Bishop Richard does, to 
say that people cannot come 
out of ‘the other side’ of 

Area Dean, Milton Keynes; 

Revd Paul Parks, Priest in 
Charge, Hurst, Reading is to be 
Associate Minister, St 
Sebastian's Wokingham, 
Sonning Deanery; Revd 
Rosemary Payne, NSM 
Assistant Curate, Wooburn, is to 
be also the Bishop's NSM 
Officer; The Revd Ben 
Phillips, Vicar, St John the 
Baptist, Bodicote, is to be 
also, Area Dean, Deddington; 
Revd Christopher Seaman, 
formerly NSM joint Curate in 
Charge, Shippon is to retire 
with Permission to Officiate; 



divorce and rebuild and live 
God-honouring lives. 

Regrettably however, while 
every other aspect of this rela- 
tionship has been viewed and 
aired in public, I see little or 
no such public repentance, 
apology, or asking of forgive- 
ness, as recently suggested by 
the Bishop of Salisbury, nor 
indeed any other apparent 
making amends; indeed the 
perception of the Prince’s atti- 
tude, by those that I speak to, 
is that it is one of considerable 
arrogance and the complete 
disbelief of a self-focused, 
weak man who does not have 
any idea why ‘his subjects’ 
could now be so infuriated, 
disillusioned and fed up with 
him. 

If Charles wants to marry 
Camilla, then he should by all 
means do so. I, for one would 
be grateful if he and his new 
wife would then thereafter 
renounce their privileged 
positions, becoming Mr and 
Mrs Windsor or whatever, 
and leave the public and con- 
stitutional stage for good, so 
as to invoke no further cost 
hereafter to the British tax- 
payer. It isn’t as though they 
don’t have the resources 
already to so do and live in 
luxury for the rest of their 
lives. 

Edward Ingle 

Chesham, Bucks 

Revd Pauline Seaman, former- 
ly NSM joint Curate in Charge, 
Shippon, and Chaplain of 
School of St Katharine and St 
Helen, Abingdon, is now to be 
NSM Sole Curate in Charge 
Shippon and also Chaplain to 
Abingdon Hospital (part time); 
Revd Anand Sodadasi, PTO 
(under Overseas & other Clergy 
(Ministry & Ordination) 
Measure 1967), is to be House 
for Duty (NSM), Bicester and 
Islip; Revd Tina Stirling, 
Rector, Bernwode and Associate 
Area Dean of Aylesbury, is to be 
Acting Area Dean, Aylesbury. 



Milford 

House 



After 18 years of growth and development in the 
Nursing Home and with our Home Care services 
we at Milford House have now branched out and 
are offering a comprehensive Live-In service. 

We have found over the years that our residents 



Milford House 



Nursing Home 
& Care Services 





phone: 

01722 322737 



• Live-in Care 

• Nursing Home 
Care 



Services 



and clients want to stay in their own homes as 
long as possible before having to be uprooted 
and moving to a care Home. In Milford House, 
although we try our hardest to provide each 
resident with their own individual quality of life, 
we are still constrained by routines in order to 
get through our day. At home you can have a 
carer living with you who can look after your 
every need thus enabling you to retain your 
independence a little longer. For Live-In to work 
successfully we understand it takes time for 
carers and clients to get to know one another, 
understand routines and discover any likes or 
dislikes. At Milford House Live-In care we 
understand the importance of being able to get 
on with each other and we understand the 
necessity to provide a professional, high quality 
care service. It is with all this in mind we have 
recruited a qualified nurse to manage, train, 
assess and coordinate all our Live-In Carers. 

We hold regular induction/training days which 
all our carers are required to attend to ensure 
standards are maintained. Our Live-In manager 
has been with the company for six years and 
understands and is committed to delivering our 
high standards out into the community. Being 
an excellent nurse she is better able to 
understand any care requirements and can 
ensure our staff are able to deliver consistent 
and professional care. 




Joint problems? ...Now an even easier way to 
join the thousands of people enjoying natural 
Nectar Ease, a unique and delicious blend of 
New Zealand’s finest active Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom. 



■ • 

Try a 1 week trial pack 









Simply send a cheque for £2 Postage & Packaging to: 

Nectar Ease UK Ltd, 18 Knightshill, Lea, nr Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire 
HR9 7LA.. Sales Freephone: 0800 7830942 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 




for FREE! 



A Free weeks trial 
of Nectar Ease 
Honey & Balm, 
just send £2 for 
the p & p. 
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Church at work 



Work and the Church: 
does your church know 
what you do for a living? 



As the shape of Britain's industry has shifted, so has ministry in the 
workplace. Industrial mission used to be very much based on work- 
place visiting in industry. Most chaplains were ordained, though there 
were some lay chaplains too. With the decline in manufacturing 
industry the role of industrial chaplaincy has undergone many changes, 
although the model of a 'ministry of presence' in the workplace 
remains. The focus now is upon the ministry to work and economic life 
however, where manufacturing industry survives, industrial missioners 
do too. Right, Nick Parish, industrial chaplain, examines whether the 
church manages to bridge the gap between work and faith and below 
(left and right) we explore two other areas of ministry to workplaces. 



What? Me ... an Oughtist? 
What’s that? 

Affirming the faith 



www.affirmingthefaith.com 

ORGANIST + CHOIR 
DIRECTOR 

Full or part-time, needed to encourage 
enthusiastic RSCM choir at 

CHRIST CHURCH, READING 

Please contact Fr. David M. West 
4 Vicarage Road, Reading RG2 7AJ 

Tel: 0118 987 1250 



Pastoral 

care 



St Luke's is an independent acute surgical 
hospital providing free consultation and 
treatment for Anglican clergy and their 
families at home and from abroad. 

St. Luke's costs £4,500 per day to run and 
we urgently need your donations to 
continue to provide these services for free. 

St. Luke’s 

HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

Tel: 020 7388 4954 Fax: 020 7383 4812 
St Luke's Hospital for the Clergy. 

14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 
email : stluke@stlukeshospital .org. uk 
www.stlukeshospital.org.uk 
Registered Charity No 209236 



AUTOSAVE - SIMPLY THE 
BEST WAY TO BUY YOUR 
NEW CAR 

Autosave is the leading supplier of cars, 
people carriers, minibuses and light 
commercial vehicles to churches, 
charities, the caring professions and a 
number of associations. 

The company was founded over 20 years 
ago, initially to administer the Church of 
England car purchasing scheme. It now 
supplies hundreds of new, nearly new and 
guaranteed-quality second-hand vehicles 
each month to customers across the UK, 
and now all members of the Church 
Community can benefit from the excellent 
customer service and huge cost savings 
which autosave continues to offer. 
Autosave is independent of any vehicle 
manufacturer and so offers impartial help 
and advice to customers and potential 
customers. 

2005 sees a number of new initiatives for 
both regular customers and for 
newcomers to autosave. Whilst we know 
our prices are excellent, we now offer a 
Price Promise on alt our vehicles. And 
what's more, we also offer all customers 
a 14 Day Exchange policy. Customer 
feedback indicates that both of these 
facilities afford even greater confidence 
when buying a new car from autosave. 

All vehicles are supplied with a 
comprehensive warranty and breakdown 
cover and undergo a thorough history 
check against outstanding finance, theft, 
major accident damage, etc. There simply 
isn't a better way to buy your new car. 

For further information and to order your 
free Motorist Information Pack, please 
call 0114 255 4040 or click on our web 
site. To view over 600 cars at any one time 
simply visit: www4u1tosave.co.uk 

jj»autosave 



Atf 




DOES your Church know 
and/or care what you do the 
rest of the week? Whether 
you do paid or unpaid work, 
are self employed or work for 
a multi-national company? 
Does it know if you make 
decisions involving large 
sums of money and affecting 
large numbers of people? 
Does it care whether you love 
your work, or consider your- 
self a wage slave and have a 
chart in your desk of the 
number of days left before 
retirement? Or does it want 
you to join another commit- 
tee that you can rush to 
straight from the station? 

If you want to find out, a 
good thing to do is pay close 
attention to the prayers at 
your next service. Do you 
pray for anyone’s work (not 
counting Bishops and 
Vicars)? If you do, are they 
for the ‘caring professions’ of 
teaching and medicine? Most 
importantly, do they pray for 
your profession, for the work 
that you do? 



We have two problems 
relating Faith and Work. 
Firstly, the two are often not 
linked at all in either the litur- 
gical or pastoral life of the 

'If you are an estate 
agent, a bus driver or 
a part time shelf 
filler at Tescos, you 
might get the impres- 
sion that God isn't 
that interested in 
what you do for a liv- 
ing! (Or even worse, 
that He doesn't 
really approve)' 

Church. Secondly, any links 
are often limited to what we 
subconsciously regard as 
‘Christian’ jobs. If you are an 
estate agent, a bus driver or a 
part time shelf filler at Tescos, 
you might get the impression 
that God isn’t that interested 



in what you do for a living! 
(Or even worse, that He does- 
n’t really approve). 

Our Diocesan Strategy for 
Mission encourages us to 
relate to the world in new 
ways. An obvious place to 
start is to find out about the 
economic lives of the people 
we meet with every week. 
What are the issues they 
struggle with? What chal- 
lenges keep them awake at 
night? And what spiritual 
support do they need from 
the Church? 

Mission to Work and 
Economic Life (MWEL) is 
part of the life of the diocese 
that tries to bridge the gap 
between work and faith. We 
take the Churches’ ministry 
into the workplace through 
Chaplaincy, and through 
encouraging people like your- 
self to see their work as part 
of their Christian ministry. 
We work, too, with local 
Churches and Christian 
groups to help people explore 
relating their Faith to their 



Working with redundancy 




BARBARA Hayes is the direc- 
tor of Oxford's industrial 
chaplaincy, working right 
across the city. 

She has recently been heavily 
involved in the liquidation of 
the Allders store, supporting 
the 200 staff there at a time of 
crisis. 

She has been chaplain to the 
store for the last three years, 
having been invited by a for- 
mer manager. 

Her brief was ‘just to be 
around in a pastoral way’ and 
she usually went into the store 
to meet staff every three weeks. 
But this relationship intensified 
in January when the future of 
the store became uncertain. 

She describes her role: 
‘Firsdy, I was supporting peo- 
ple in a time of uncertainty. 
Some of the staff had worked 
there for more than 20 years 
and there was a real sense of 
community. 

‘People at first hoped it 
would get taken over, so going 
into receivership was a new 
experience for many of them. 
Hopes came and faded, and 
people went through the whole 
gamut of emotions. Some were 



very angry; there was a feeling 
it need not have happened, as 
the Oxford store was one of 
the most profitable in the 
Allders chain. 

‘I was there offering pastoral 
support and trying to keep 
involved in what was going on. I 
tried to be appropriately encour- 
aging without being stupidly 
hopeful. 

‘Once it was announced they 
were in administration I went in 
every week, or more often some- 
times. There was a tranche of 
redundancies one Friday, and I 
wrote to everyone to express my 
solidarity. 

‘It was very painful for peo- 
ple, it was a loss of relation- 



ships built up over a long time, 
it was like losing contact with 
family. I tried to keep going 
and be alongside people. 

‘There are still unresolved 
issues like the pension rights for 
staff. The Church has to say, 
where is the justice in this? We 
have to work for justice as well 
as being pastorally concerned. 

‘It was important that I was 
already there, if I'd gone in 
when the company went into 
administration, people would 
have said, ‘who the heck are 
you?’ It would have been like 
ambulance chasing. It is impor- 
tant for the church to be there 
all the time, not only when 
problems arrive.’ 
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Church at work 




Does your church support you in your working life? Or do you feel it doesn't really approve of what you do for a living? photo Reuters 



work, to feel able to raise eth- 
ical and moral issues from 
work in their Church life and 
to discover that God is very 

'Being a Christian 
is not a hobby, it's a 
way of life. You 
know that - does 
your Church take it 
seriously though? 

interested in what we do with 
our economic life. 



One specific area we hope 
to develop is our involvement 
in training. We would love to 
help local clergy and others 
with pastoral responsibility 
develop this ministry in their 
own setting. Then perhaps 
the prayers will flow, and the 
House Groups can become 
places of trust where work 
issues are shared and taken 
seriously. Being a Christian is 
not a hobby, it’s a way of life. 
You know that, don’t you - 
does your Church take it 
seriously, though? 




Industrial chaplains are more likely to find themselves in shopping 
centres rather than in heavy industry, today. 



Valuing the spiritual in the workplace 



READING has a long history of indus- 
trial mission activity going back some 
35 years when the Council of 
Churches realised that the growing 
industrial parks around the town pre- 
sented an important ministry oppor- 
tunity. However about four years ago 
it was recognised that new direction 
was needed. 

To cut a long story short, in 2002 
the Anglican Deanery of Reading 
decided to dedicate one of its 30 
stipendiary positions to Work and 
Economic Life ministry and the Revd 
Susan van Beveren was appointed as 
chaplain. 

Together with the deanery and with 
representatives of Churches Together 
in the Reading area, the desire for 
something different has grown into a 
vision for The WELL Centre provid- 
ing programmes and support services 
for Work, Economic Life & Living. 
In many respects it is intended to be a 
virtual centre, rather than an actual 
place, primarily run with a multi-dis- 
ciplined team of contract and volun- 
teer staff as a not-for-profit charitable 
organisation which can provide the 
framework within which a variety of 
ministry activities can take place. 

The work of The WELL Centre is 
to draw on the wealth of professional 
experience and gathered wisdom 
from the various Christian traditions 
to provide a range of practical pro- 
grammes and support services rang- 
ing from pastoral care, training, men- 
toring and counselling to organisa- 
tional consultancy or work inclusion 
projects. Underpinning all these activ- 
ities will be the opportunity for peo- 
ple and organisations to engage 



important issues of meaning, value 
and spirituality while promoting 
wholeness and wellbeing in the world 
of work. 

The WELL Centre is seeking to fos- 
ter business to business relationships 
which are both pastorally grounded 
and prophetic in terms of working 
within and commenting on the 
world of work. A key part of the 
work is to assist people to reflect on 
who they are and how they work. 
This is no less true within the 
Christian churches. There is much to 
be learnt from our pastoral contacts 
in the workplace and brought back to 
the churches, thereby stimulating new 
insight through regular reflection, 
research and debate. 

Agreement has been reached with 
the Reading Inter-Faith Leaders' 
Forum for The WELL Centre to 
explore the possibility of providing a 
pastoral visitor to the Reading 
courts as an expression of care and 
concern from those of all faiths 
within the multi-cultural context of 
Reading. 

Already there are opportunities to 
provide pastoral care in local ASDA 
chaplaincies. Susan believes: ‘The 
challenge for us as the Christian 
churches is to translate the heart of 
Gospel values and teaching into 
accessible terms of engagement to 
meet the real needs of people and 
organisations in situ. This often 
demands God's work done in non- 
God language, however the Gospel 
imperative of incarnate witness is 
ever present. I want to see organisa- 
tions encouraged to value the place 
of the spiritual in the workplace.’ 







Cu# 3lltOS0VG* promise 

Fx your peace of mird,e\^ one of our cars ajmeswth... 

• Free delivery direct to your door, 

• Full 1 year parts and labour warranty on all cars 

• Full vehicle inspection prior to delivery. 

. Motability 



Lo-call rate 



0845 122 6902 

www.autosave.co.uk 



rOO 5 YEARS CASH 

DEPOSIT CREDIT BACK 

.U Sjla* rilfi !*» c .’Xy EAR 



utosave* 



ONE PRICE 



999 

and delivered 
direct to your door! 

For over 20 years autosave has provided 
quality new, nearly new and used vehicles at 
exceptional prices to churches, charities and 
caring organisations. Now you too can take 
advantage of these amazing savings. 



2004 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 
1.2 Life 16V 5dr 

New Ust Price £9852 

c5999 



0202 Reg Renault Scenic 
Expresion 95bhp 5dr 



15999 



autosave are proud to announce the 
launch of our U Day Exchange Ran 



Phone now for your free copy. 
An informative motoring guide 

compfcetetyfree! 



2005 05 Reg Kia Rio 

1.3 LE5dr 

New Let Price C7Y99 



15999 



• Radio/CD player/M P3 Player 
• Cho ce of colours • ABS 



• Electric front windows 

• Immobilser • Airbags 

• Central locking 

• Power steering 

• Delivery mi lege 
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Ruthern Valley 

Self-Cat erirtg Lodges/Caravans 
Beautiful rural woodland setting 
No Bar, No Disco, No Bingo 

01208 831395 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA ♦♦♦♦ 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: infoOaprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



Best get 

Port Isaac & Port Gaveme 
are quaint unspoilt Fishing 
Villages midway between 
Tintagel and Rock. The wild 
expanse of Bodmin Moor 
with its Tors and Ponies is just 
a few miles away. Within easy 
reach there are lovely 
beaches, sailing, surfing, water 
skiing, power boating, deep 
sea fishing, golfing, pony 
trekking, superb walking 
along the Coastal Paths and 
cycling on the Camel Trail. 

The Eden Project is 45 mins 
away. 

Port Isaac is a busy fishing 
village with crab and lobster 
the main catches, being 
landed daily. All your 
shopping needs can be 
catered for in Port Isaac. The 
local supermarket is open 
late, there are several gift 
shops, a Post Office and a 
world famous pottery. There 
are a wide selection of places 
to eat, ranging from 
Restaurants, Bistros and 
Cafes providing a choice to 
suit all tastes. Fishing trips 



Hirn TvksMt tiasl 

Near Whitby 

Luxury Holiday Cottage, 
sleeps 10 , beach and 
village location. 

Tel: 07749 278354 

www.sandsendpavilion.co.uk 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 



Dublin 

City Centre 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 S74 04§§ 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 
www.parkway-guesthouse.com 



KIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC tick* 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01200 445370 

pilko@highergllls.co.uk 

www.highergills.co.uk 



TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Cross Publication Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £99.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £134.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 Weeks Europe - From only £15.95 per person 

(No maximum age limit for single trip travel insurance) 

We have Top Quality Travel Insurance with higher titan normal age limits 

We can now sell annual 
insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

I “Similar or better Travel Insurance than most 
| High Street Travel Agents... up to 60% less.” 

Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 



For further information, please eallour friendly 
team - Sue, Lisa or Tony on: 

01527 89 2995 

Email: cross.pubiications@virgin.net 



Out Holiday pages are not y our usual congested lineage ads. 

Each advert booked is diplayed ;n a dear boxed layout. We do not hard sell! 



DEVON 

Twixt Croyde & Woolacombe 
2 double bedroomed bungalow 
in attractive village of 
Georgeham. In quiet location 
close to shop and pubs. 1 mile 
from beach. Tel: 01761 
435580 or 07909 964737 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Bam. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 



SIDMOUTH 

Glendevon Hotel 

AA ♦♦♦♦ 

Small, friendly, licensed non- 
smoking hotel. Quiet location. 
Ail rooms en-suite. Colour TV 
and drink making facilities. 

Tel: 01395 514028 

www.glendevon-hoteI.co.uk 



BOURNEMOUTH 

Hengistbury Head 

€ome let m spoil you! 

Offers luxury, non-smoking 

accom. Excellent facilities, 
inc. fridge. Near sandy beach. 
All you can eat, scrumptious 
breakfast. Free pick-up from 
station. B&B from £23pppn. 

Tei: 01202 417531 



MALTA - BIJfilBBA 

3 bedroom apartment, sleeps 
up to 6 persons. Close to 
shops, bars & restaurants. 

5 minutes walk to seafront. 
Transport to and from airport 
arranged. From £160 weekly 
for 2 persons. 

Tel: 01628 773593 



KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks irvOorset 

Elegant, spacious, 2 bed. 
Apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 
Open all year. 

Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



cars per cottage. 

Atlantic House is situated a 
short walk from the harbour 
and beach at Port 
Isaac with its 
boats and 
beautiful views, 
visit the Lifeboat 
Station while you 
are here. The 
cottage consists of 
1 double bedroom, 

1 twin room with 3ft. beds 
(cot available), bathroom with 
bath, shower and W.C. 
Comfortably furnished lounge 
with open fire & sofa bed if 
required, separate dining 
room with coal effect fire for 
oil central heating, fitted 
kitchen. Use of the garden 
and barbecue if required. 
Parking is right outside the 
cottage with room for two 
cars. Sleeps 4/6 plus cot 
All cottages are fully 
equipped with colour T.V. 
(remote control), video, 
washing machine, tumble 
dryer, cooker, fridge, 
microwave, some have 



Quality furnished holiday cottages 
in Port Isaac and Port Gaveme. 

45 minutes from the Eden Project 

Sleeps 4-6, Pets Welcome 
Personal Supervision By Owners 



For a colour brochure contact: 

Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port Isaac, PL29 3 RE 

Tel/Fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 

www.cornishholidayliomes.net 



France 

Britton#, Pont Avon 
Charming historic town. 

Beautiful Beaches. 
Quiet apartments, park like 
setting. From £30.00 per 
day. English spoken. 

Telephone: 

0033 (0) 298091508 
Email: micheal- 
josepb. lunnon@wanadoo.fr 



dishwashers. They all have 
fitted kitchens and are fully 
double glazed and carpeted. 



Heating is by storage heaters 
and electric/open fires except 
in Atlantic House which has 
oil fired central heating and 
open fire. 

Linen and towels are supplied 
and changed weekly in all 
properties. Electriciy is 
included as is oil for central 
heating in Atlantic House. 
Well behaved pets are 
welcome. We are open all 
year and can cater for short 
breaks off season. We can 
also cater for your horse or 
pony. For further details, 
please contact Mr Knight, 
Atlantic House Tel: 01208 
880498 



4 plus cot), bathroom with 
bath, shower and W.C. (A cot 
is available on request). 
Lounge, kitchen/diner, patio at 
the back with table, chairs 
and barbecue. 

Stoptide &Twizzletwig are 
our two newest cottages 
adjoining Cove &Trefusis, 
each has 3 bedrooms 
(Stoptide has 1 double, 1 twin 
and 1 with adult bunk beds 
sleeps 6 .Twizzletwig has 1 
double, 1 twin and 1 3ft single 
bed, sleeps 5). A lounge with 
a coal/log fire, dining room, 
fully fitted kitchen, with 
washer dryer, microwave & 
dishwasher, bathroom with 
bath, shower & W.C., a down 
stairs toilet , a patio with 
barbecue and patio furniture 
at the back. The cottages have 
been built and furnished to a 
high standard, and provide a 
comfortable home for your 
holiday. Stoptide and 
Twizzletwig are wheelchair 
accessible downstairs with a 
slope to the front door, and no 
steps at the front of the 
cottage or to the patio. 
Parking is right outside all 4 
cottages with room for two 



FRANCE 

Lovely old farmhouse, all mod 
cons, in Beny/Touraine, the 
undiscovered heart of rural 
France. Large garden and 
glorious views. Near chateaux, 
lakes. Sleeps up to 6. 

From £225 pw 
Tel: 01460 62616 or 
email: jovemon@themail.co.uk 



SOUTH DEVON 

HOLIDAY FLAT 

just yards from the sea and sandy 
beach. Level throughout. Suitable 
for persons with limited mobility. 
Close to harbour & boat trips. 
Regret no pets. 

Tel: 0117 937 3528 or 

0776 956 8798 



THE MARLBOROUGH 
GUEST HOUSE 

Ilfracombe, North Devon 

Friendly family run guest house 
on the Exmoor coast, in central 
position 2 mins to sea, shops, 
theatre & harbour. Outstanding 
scenery, coastal walks, surfing 
etc. Call for 05 tariff & brochure. 
Party Bookings Welcome. 

Tel: 01271 863580 

www.marlboroughotel.co.uk 



BOURNEMOUTH 

West Cliff 

B&B in charming garden 
cottage. Nr sea. 
Peaceful, warm welcome. 

Non smoking. 

Sorry No Children or Pets. 
Parking available. 

Tel: 01202 762532 



SNOWDONIA 

NEAR BALA 

Delightful period riverside cottage in 
peaceful surroundings • glorious views. 
3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, well furnished. 
Also 2 bedroom cottage style 
bungalow. Brochure, Tel: 

01341 450238 



SOUTH FRANCE 

Mediterranean Coast Holiday 
ViBa. French village in the 
Languedoc, with vineyards & the 
Canal du Midi. 5 mins drive to 
Blue Hag beach. Sleeps up to 6. 
BeautifuHy furnished & equipped. 
From £225 p.w. 

Tel: 01580-724909 

Email: em8o@fsmalM 



are available from the 
harbour. A local band plays 
on the quay, Thursday 
evenings & Fisherman's 
Friends sing on Fridays. 

Cove &Trefusis are situated 
two minutes level walk away 
from the beach at Port 
Gaveme, which is one of the 
safest beaches for bathing on 



the North Cornish Coast It 
has plenty of sand and lots of 
Interesting rock pools to 
explore. 

The 2 Cottages are similar 
and consist of 1 double 
bedroom, 1 twin room with 
adult size bunk beds, (Sleeps 



Beautiful 
Cotswold Village 

Burford area 

Small flat. £25 per night 
for 2 people. For further 
details or brochure, 
please call: 

.01367 860312 J 



Activ' Lang French language holidays 

Improve your conversational skills and acquire 
insights Into contemporary French life! 
Courses are designed for adults and take 
place in a tranquil location in the Parc Naturel 
Regional du Perigord Limousin. 
www.acttvlang.com / Tel: 0033 4 92727270 



NORTH WALES 

RHOS ON SEA 
ASHMOUNT HOTEL 
A Christian Hotel 100 yds from 
the sea front & 40 mins away 
from Snowdonia, for a brochure 

Phone: 01492 $45479 
or visit 

www.ashmounthoteLcom 



SHROPSHIRE 

Cosy cottages. 

3 &4starETB Graded. 
Wheelchair Access M2. 

Linen provided. Dogs 
welcome. Short breaks. 
Brochure. 

Tel: 01694 722869 

www.botvylefarm.co.uk 



ri Wells / 
Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & 
holidays. Our cottages are 
comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 
See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: infodpottingd^ 

Tel. 01749 672 857 



Torbay’s historic fishing port 1 

Apartments. Magnificent 
Marina & Sea Views. Harbour, 
Coastal & Country Walks. 

Tel: 01803 857361 



Friendship Tours 

North Korea 

Join our [ > ’>J 

= SUMMERS 

or 

AUTUMN 

2005 tours 



e-mail: friendship.tours@ntlworld.com tel: 07990 643224 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8/10, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurreil 

Tel: 01865 326776 



FLORIDA 

KISSIMMEE 

3 bed, 2 baths, luxury villa 
near Disney & Universal 
Studios. Air conditioning, 
own pool, sleeps 6-8. 
www.basslakeswlla.co.uk 
Tel: 01980 63D9S0 



Sandown 

ET044 Friendly Family Hotel 
7 Nights Half Board, ferry 
inclusive from £199 
Special short breaks available 

Tel: 01983 402551 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us * 
on our converted 
8-passenger barge MERGANSER in France 
in 2005. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, wonderful 
food, and interesting conducted tours. 
Single travellers always welcome and no 
supplements. Special rates available for 
parties of 5 or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, jj 
31 Wellington St, Hertford SG14 3AN. 

Tel: 01992 550616 

Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable private villa. 
All dates available 

Spring/Summer Bargains 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 
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May Recipe: Lemon Fluff 



And our thought for today is... 



By our cookery writer Ann 
Way 



This recipe was one I made up many years ago and wrote in the large 
notebook for cookery things my husband gave me when we first got 
married 46 years ago. Much thumbed, the book is yellowing with age, 
but it still contains many recipes we all love. I did this one for dessert 
after our Easter lunch when we had a large family gathering. Everyone 
enjoyed it so much, I thought I would share it with all our readers. 

Ingredients 

1 packet lemon jelly 
4 large eggs 

1 large lemon (or 2 small lemons) 

2oz (5g) castor sugar 
3 fl.oz (75ml) of whipping cream 
3 fl.oz (75ml) of double cream 
1/2 pint (275 ml) of hot water 

Method 

Melt the jelly in hot water until thoroughly dissolved. Add the finely 
grated rind and zest, and juice from the lemon. Stir well and put to one 
side to cool. Separate the egg whites from the yolks in bowls big 
enough for whipping. Add the sugar to the egg yolks. First, beat the 
egg whites until peaks are just beginning to form, but not too stiff. Then 
whip the sugar and the egg yolks until they form a soft mousse-like con- 
sistency. Whip the whipping cream until it is soft peaks. Fold them into 
the cooled jelly, making sure they are all well blended. Pour into a pret- 
ty glass bowl and place in the fridge to set. Decorate with rosettes of 
double cream and if liked orange and lemon jelly cake decorations. 




WE had a large number of entries for the recent 'Thought for the Day' competition run in conjunction with BBC 
Radio Oxford's Sunday Breakfast show, presented by Jonathan Hancock. Standards for entries were particularly 
high, and 'thoughts' were submitted on a variety of different themes. Judges David Winter, Jonathan Hancock and 
Rebecca Paveley found picking an overall winner very difficult, and particularly commended entries by Geraldine 
Witcher, Phil Bloomfield and Judy Stotter. But in the end they agreed on the piece submitted by Matthew Caminer, 
from Old Windsor. His entry is below. He will present his Thought for the Day on 95.2FM on Sunday 1 May, between 



6-9am. 

bv Matthew Caminer 

DO you ever wonder how people will 
remember you after you’ve gone? Most 
of us do at one time or another. 

I want to tell you about a young per- 
son, about whom I know virtually 
nothing. I never met her, and I can’t 
even remember her name. But of the 
tragedy of her passion, and of the love 
in which she is held by those who cher- 
ish her memory, I know a great deal. 

For you see, every day on my way to 
work, I drive past one of those road- 
side shrines. You know the sort of 
thing., a few bunches of flowers at the 
side of the road, at the site of a traffic 
accident of some sort. Usually, the 
flowers die away and all that is left is a 
collection of cellophane wrappers con- 
taining their sad assortment of dried 
stalk, which the council quietly clear 
away after a few weeks. 

But this one is different. For well 



over a year, the flowers have been 
replenished regularly. And it isn’t just 
flowers. There are cards, candles, 
hand-written notices. Rarely a day 
passes without there being some new 
addition and when it was her birthday 
recently, there as a large and beautiful- 
ly crafted banner to proclaim the love 
and to remind the world of this very 
special person. 

Now, you may well wonder whether 
perhaps her friends and family should 
perhaps have come to terms with their 
grief; whether the rawness of a young 
life lost might byciow have turned into 
a treasured memory kept alive in other 
ways. You might even wonder whether 
it is healthy to maintain the memory of 
this much loved person in this way for 
such a long time. You may well be right 
and I wouldn’t argue; that is for the 
psychologists to say. 

But that’s not the point. This young 
life clearly inspired friendship and love 



of the highest order. There is in this 
continuing act of remembrance the 
same determined loyalty as of a dog 
that will not be budged from her mas- 
ter’s grave; and unwavering insistence 
that the memory will never, never be 
extinguished. What friends to have! 
How wonderful to be remembered in 
this way! 

And then I realised that it is by being 
a special friend that we gather friends 
around us; by giving more than we 
receive, by listening and by sharing and 
by giving of ourselves that we form a 
circle of friends around us. 

So it was not mere sentimentality 
that produced this outpouring, but the 
recognition that a special person, a 
shining example, has been snuffed out. 

May I be remembered above all as a 
friend to others. 

Matthew Caminer lives in Old Windsor , 
Berkshire. 



Wolfeton Manor 



A Quality Retirement Residence 




* Friendly relaxed ambience 

* Non institutional environment 

* All rooms /suites/ apartments 
en-suite 

* 24 hour care, 36S days a year 

* High quality excellent cuisine 

* Residents’ guest welcome to dine 

* 2 dining rooms, 3 lounges 



* Non smoking and full fire protection 

* Activities co-ordinator 

* Many functions followed by 
renowned Wolfeton Manor buffets 

* 272 acres secure gardens 

* Extensive garden paths 

* Quiet rural location 

* Views to surrounding hills 



Please write, call or visit for a brochure to: 

Sandra and Keith Shaw, Wolfeton Manor, Charminster, Dorchester, 
Dorset, DT2 9QL 

Tel: 01305 262340, Fax: 01305 257915. 
E-mail:info@wolfetonmanor.co.uk Web: www.wolfetonmanor.co.uk 




Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages 
in Port Isaac and Port Gaveme. 

45 minutes from the Eden Project 

Sleeps 4-6, Pets Welcome 
Personal Supervision By Owners 

For a colour brochure contact: 

Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port Isaac, PL29 3 RE 

Tel/Fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 

www.cornishholidayhomes.net 



Friendship Tours 

North Korea 

Join our 

— SUMMER & 

or 

AUTUMN 

2005 tours 



e-mail: friendship.tours@ntlworld.com tel: 07990 643224 



Stressed? Depressed? 
In Pain? Swollen? 



Why not try 

Dr Vodder Manual Lymph Drainage (MLD) 
Reflexology, Aromatherapy, Massage 

Marie-France Bewley 

MA (Hons), ITEC, MIIR, MIFA, MLD (UK) 

For more information, please contact: 
160 Oxford Road, Abingdon, 

OXON 0X14 2AF. 

01235 555932 
or 01865 558561 

www.mfbewley.org.uk info@mfbewley.org.uk 
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World Church 



After the war is over: helping 
to rebuild lives in Afghanistan 



bv Glvnvs Svkes 

AFGHANISTAN is a country 
with a history of war. Its most 
recent started with bombing 
by the Americans in 2001, 
leading eventually to the 
downfall of the Taliban 
regime, and its replacement by 
a new and disparate leader- 
ship, presided over by Hamid 
Karzai. Since then 
Afghanistan has faded from 
the headlines, whilst other 
conflicts and natural disasters 
have taken its place. 

But conditions in 
Afghanistan are still grave. It 
has virtually the world's low- 
est life expectancy and literacy 
rates and the highest rates of 
infant, child, and maternal 
mortality. Its infrastructure 
has been largely obliterated, 
and the country is littered with 
landmines. There are sporadic 
outbreaks of violence, the 
population is undernourished 
after years of drought and 
conflict. People are struggling 



to cope with millions of 
returned refugees. So far a 
good deal of aid has gone into 

'Christians are work- 
ing alongside Afghan 
colleagues to bring 
hope of a better life 
to ordinary people' 

emergency relief work, but the 
Afghan government now 
recognises that it needs to 
rebuild the country's legal, 
education and health systems 
if the country is to prosper in 
the long term. 

Thankfully, despite the 
hardships, Christians are 
working alongside Afghan 
colleagues to bring hope of a 
better life to ordinary people. 
One of the major problems is 
that many Afghan people are 
unable to read and write. The 
government struggles to func- 
tion in a country where, in 
many cases, even the village 



elders (the traditional leaders) 
are illiterate and cannot read 
the communiques sent from 
the capital, Kabul. 

Shaheen is one such leader 
who lives in Safar Qala vil- 
lage, in the east of the country. 

‘I am the Malik (elder) of 
Safar Qala village. But due to 
war and other problems I 
couldn't learn how to read 
and write. Now reading and 
writing is one of my priorities 
because if I receive a letter 
from the authorities or an 
invitation card I have to look 
for an educated person to read 
it to me.’ 

Today, Shaheen can read 
and write, and lead his village 
with dignity, thanks to SPCK 
Worldwide's partner SERVE, 
and its work in the Dara-i- 
Noor (DIN) region. SERVE 
(Serving Emergency Relief and 
Vocational Enterprise) is an 
inter-denominational 
Christian charity based in 
Afghanistan. The DIN project 
provides literacy classes to 




help both men and women 
learn to read and write, 
together with livestock and 
farming advice to families to 
help generate income and 
improve diet. The Dara-i- 
Noor region is a relatively 
poor area and it also houses a 
number of returned refugees. 
This project has recently 
restarted at the request of the 
local people, following sus- 
pension during the war. 

SPCK worldwide recently 
gave a grant of £15,000 
towards the literacy work of 
the DIN programme, which 



teaches people to read and 
write Pashto, one of the two 
main official languages of 
Afghanistan. 

During 2005, SERVE plans 
to provide 72 Pashto literacy 
classes in a number of villages 
in the region, including 25 
reading clubs and 22 Pashto 
women's classes. The 
women's literacy classes are 
the only adult women's litera- 
cy programmes in East 
Afghanistan. 

Having mastered an 'offi- 
cial' language, the grant will 
also assist the local people to 



record their history in their 
own tribal language, Pashai. 
An alphabet book, primers 
and a simple Pashai dictionary 
are currently being developed 
and should be produced by the 
end of the year. This is the 
first time that the Pashai lan- 
guage has ever been written 
down and published! 

SPCK Worldwide gratefully 
acknowledges the support of 
Oxford Diocese in funding 
this work. 

Glynys Sykes is projects funding 
manager for SPCK Worldwide 




. , Funeral 

woodlands Directors 

• Woodland Cemetery for burial and ashes 
• Private Chapel seating 1 50 
• Private Reception Rooms 
• Catering 

Funeral Plans Pre-Purchase of Plots 24 Hour Service 



Enquiries: 01454 414999 

www.memorialwoodlands.com 

Memorial Woodlands, Earthcott Green, nr. Thornbury, 
BRISTOL BS35 3TA 



memorial 

woodlands 



Funeral 

Directors 



Bristol Memorial Woodlands is the unique 
realization of an exceptional vision. Some 
ten years ago, the owner, Christopher 
Baker, attended a cremation. The impact 
upon him was profoundly disturbing. He 
intuitively knew that there had to be a 
better way of dealing with the death of a 
loved one; and from that point onwards set 
about finding that 'better way’. Finally, 
after lengthy negotiations with the local 
Council he was granted planning permission 
to use his land and buildings for a woodland 
cemetery. 

Three things were, and indeed still are, 
central to his vision of enabling family and 
friends to celebrate the life and of a loved 
one in the way they want; Time, Space and 
Privacy. To that end he established a 
practice of permitting no more than one 
funeral a day on the site to 
ensure that a family has all the time and 
privacy necessary (the whole day); whilst 
the early 19th century buildings (see 
website), converted to a chapel and 
reception area, provide the resources 
necessary to support most if not all of a 
family’s requirements. 



Since opening four years ago three other 
factors emerged as important to bereaved 
families; 'celebration’, 'creativity’ and 
'empowerment’. In grief many families lose 
sight of the fact that there is often a great 
deal that can be celebrated about the life 
of the 'deceased’ and the 'Woodlands’ 
encourage families to honour their dead in 
the most creative manner possible, and 
furthermore, that many people also want 
to be actively involved in the organization 
of the funeral; a rare possibility in 
traditional funerary processes. 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Memorial Woodlands is able to provide a 
complete bespoke funeral that provides any 
level of service a family may require. This 
service also includes the facility for people 
to design and purchase a pre- paid Funeral 
Plan and secure a burial plot in advance. 
There are distinct advantages in doing this, 
not only are the financial benefits 
considerable - you buy at today’s prices - 
but in designing your funeral you also help 
your family cope at a time of loss and 
ensure that your final resting place is 
secure and your last wishes carried out. 



memorial b 

woodlands 



Funeral 

Directors 
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A Questio 



Advertisement Feature 



~l§)yndli am 3~fousincj 
dissociation 

The Wyndham Housing Association provides 
worry-free accommodation for retired people. 
Situated close to the cultural and social life of 
historic Oxford, we offer self contained one- 
bedroom flats for sale or rent. 

Our all-inclusive monthly charge covers 
everything except your telephone bill and 
Council Tax. Services include 24-hour Warden 
cover, cooked lunch and a light supper served 
to each flat daily, all heating, lighting and 
building repair costs, gardening and a range 
of other important services 



For further information please contact: 

The Administrator, Wyndham House, 
Plantation Road, Oxford 0X2 6JJ. 

Tel: 01865 511239 



Ritchie Court 

380 Banbury Road 

Independent living in retirement. 
Security - and help when it’s needed. 
A friendly North Oxford Community. 



43 purpose-built flats at Ritchie Court, 
all spacious and well-lit, and each with its 
own separate hall, kitchen and bathroom. 

• 24 hour Warden service 
• Excellent restaurant 
• Five minutes walk to Summertown shops 
(including M&S) 

• Next to bus stop for frequent service to 
central Oxford 

Like to know more? 

Contact: Mrs Diana Norris, Administrator, 
Ritchie Court, 380 Banbury Road, Oxford 
OX2 7PW 

Telephone: 01865 510334 




Oxford Aunts Care 

. Established 1967 . 



no 01865 791017 



Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home 

I J| , . ^ 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for several weeks or Longer-term over several me 

For further details please contact 



O xford Aunts was 

established in 1967 
and has been arranging 
live-in services since then for older people who need 
assistance to remain living in their own homes, either 
on a temporary or longer-term basis. Sensible and 
competent staff will provide general care and support 
or assist with more complex requirements, as well as 
being a reassuring presence in the home. 

Generally, live-in care staff will undertake shopping, 
cooking, laundry, and other light domestic duties, as 
well as driving, accompanying on outings or 
appointments, and such other social activities as may 
be required. Personal care can be provided for 



minimal assistance with 
running a bath, doing up 
buttons and zips etc but 
also for washing, bathing, dressing and moving about, 
or for more complex assistance that might be 
required by someone who has developed a physical 
or mental impairment. 

Oxford Aunts is run by experienced nurses and the 
organisation is regulated and inspected by the 
Commission for Social Care. Care staff are 
assessed and vetted as to suitability, as well as 
undergoing police checks and comprehensive 
induction training being placed with clients. 

For further information, please call: 01865 791017 



Oxford Aunts Care 



Agincare - Caring in your community 



Established in 1993, Agincare is now Dorset's 
largest independent provider of care. During the 
last 2 years the company has been the fastest 
expanding company of its type in the area and now 
has 18 offices located throughout Dorset, 
Hampshire, Wiltshire, Bath and North East 
Somerset, Devon & Sussex. 

Agincare prides itself on our constant drive 
towards improving our service to ensure our clients 
feel valued and in control of their lives. Above all, 
we help people who may otherwise have to 
consider going into a care home, regain their 
confidence and live independently in the comfort 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

ffijy • Quality Porcelain Teeth 




Available 



• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOR WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 




and safety of their own home. 

There are five divisions within the company, Live In 
Care Service, Home Cuisine Service, Home Care 
Service, Care Homes Service and At Home 
Bathing Service. 

Whatever your care needs Agincare has the 
expertise to facilitate all levels of dependency. We 
are the only company in Dorset that can offer such 
a wide range of services and that's because of our 
continued dedication to meeting the needs of our 
service users. 

There is always someone available to discuss your 
needs and requirements. You can contact us on 
01305 769417 and we will forward you to the 
department you require. 

Agincare - Caring in your Community. 



Stressed? Depressed? 
In Pain? Swollen? 



Why not try 

Dr Vodder Manual Lymph Drainage (MLD) 
Reflexology, Aromatherapy, Massage 

Marie-France Bewley 

MA (Hons), ITEC, MIIR, MIFA, MLD (UK) 

For more information, please contact: 
160 Oxford Road, Abingdon, 

OXON 0X14 2AF. 

01235 555932 
or 01865 558561 

www.mfbewley.org.uk info@mfbewley.org.uk 




Straight reconditioned from £750, also Curved, 



Thru-floor & Access Lifts 

* New or Save with our reconditioned 

* Quality Affordable Reconditioned 

* Free advice, survey & quotation 

* Fast professional installation 

* 12 Month No-Quibble Guarantee 

We service & repair all makes 
For a service you can trust 

Call us Today n *New £1 ,475 Installed 




The West Country Specialists - Caring for Your Independence ~ for 30 years 

, ( 01392 ) 461061 



ALZHEIMER'S SPECIALIST 

We specialise in the care of the elderly mentally 
infirm, particularly those with Alzheimer's disease. 
We offer a relaxed and happy environment and use 
no routine tranquillising drugs. 

Our country house has grounds where residents can 
walk wherever they like. If you are looking for 
somewhere that will be able to help then call us for 
a brochure on: 01295 757123 
or visit our website at: www.wardington.com 
Wardington House, Nr. Banbury, Oxon 0X17 1SD 



Do you want to make a difference to 
someone with a life threatening or 
terminal illness ? 

The Oxfordshire Befriending Network 

is looking for reliable and trustworthy volunteers to 
befriend someone with a life threatening or terminal 
illness. We offer excellent free training and on going 
support. Our next course starts on May 17th. 

For more information please contact: 

Catherine Gundry on Tel: 01865 791781 or email 
enquiries@oxonbefriending.net 
COMMUNITY 

: Registered Charity No. 1 086264 




INDEPENDENT LIVING CONSULTANTS 



YOU TALK WE LISTEN 




Mommy scooters 

FROM £999.00 

Including Warranty and Free Insurance 

LIGHTWEIGHT FOLDING 
WHEELCHAIRS FROM 

£ 199.00 



RETAIL SUPPLIES 

Please call for a FREE brochure 

FREEPHONE: 0800 389 2556 

A COMPREHENSIVE, CONFIDENTIAL, COMMUNITY CARE CONSULTANCY 

10 Cross Court, Plomer Green Avenue, Downley, 

High Wycombe, Buck HPB 5UW 
Email: info@independentliv.co.uk www.independentliv.co.uk 
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Care choices for the elderly: 

LIVE-IN CARE AT HOME 

If you are at the stage of thinking about residential care, have 
you thought about the option of live-in care? This involves a 
Carer living-in, enabling the person cared for to stay in their 
own home. The Carer's role is to provide the meals of the 
client's choice, to do the shopping and laundry, as well as help 
with personal care needs such as bathing, washing, and 
dressing; and there are no more worries about being alone at 
night. 

The benefits of live-in care are enormous: being able to stay in 
one's own home, with all your own belongings and comforts 
around you; being able to eat what one likes, when one likes; 
entertaining family and friends; one-to-one care; and a much 
greater choice over how one lives one's life and spends one's 
days. 

Convivium Care is a small company specialising in live-in care 
covering Somerset and surrounding counties, offering a 
professional but friendly service. Our carers are carefully 
vetted and we are registered and inspected by the Commission 
for Social Care Inspection. 

For more information please see Convivium Care's 
advertisement. 




ARE YOU A 
CARING PERSON? 

Agincare wish 
to recruit 

CARE WORKERS 



We are looking for caring individuals who 
are dedicated to helping people live their 
lives in their own homes. 



In addition to excellent rates of pay with 
enhanced rates for early mornings, 
evenings and weekends we offer: 



• Guaranteed hours of work 

• Full induction training 

• FREE NVQ level 2 

• Training in specialist courses 

• FREE Uniform 

• Mileage allowance 

• Carer of the month award 



For more information please contact 
Amy or Lindsey on: 01305 769417 

AGINCARE IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER 



CONVIVIUM CARE'I 

Care to suit your needs in the 
comfort of your own home. 
Personal and friendly service. 
Excellent quality of care. 

Continuity a priority. 

Long term, respite, and 
convalescent care 

Tel: 01761 239029 

Oaklea, Holcombe Hill, 

Nr Bath, Somerset 

L LIVE-IN CARE J 




Solutions for self-funding 
long-term care 

Finding a care home for a much loved relation is one of 
the most difficult things you may have to do. Added to that 
is the enormous problem of finding the money for 
somewhere you consider suitable. 

How do you pay for care? It is always a worry, whether 
funding for, care at home, a residential, or nursing home. 
Often, the family home is sold, the proceeds placed in a 
building society and prayers offered that the money will not 
run out! 

But, there is more to consider here. There may be a spouse 
still at home, inheritance tax issues, investments to be 
considered and, most importantly, the wishes of the person 
using care to be acted upon. 

With the right advice, all this can be settled, and choices 
can be offered and informed action taken. 

Usually there is a shortfall between income and the cost of 
the care. The client (or their family or solicitor), often does 
not know that there is a way to ring-fence the amount to 
pay for care. The amount paid is guaranteed, and will be 
paid for as long as the client lives. Often the client is not 
claiming all the allowances available and this can help 
considerably in reducing the cost 
Inheritance tax can be saved here, and also the eventual 
depletion of funds can be avoided. 

How do you get this advice? You need to contact a 
specialist Financial Adviser in Care Fees Planning. Maddie 
Goodden is part of the specialist Care Fees Planning 
Division at Warwick Butchart Associates and can be 
contacted on 01985 211071. 




WARWICK BUTCHART ASSOCIATES 

Independent Financial Advisers 

CARE FEES PLANNING 

Advice and help with the funding of private 
care fees 

Contact your local specialist adviser 

Maddie Goodden 

Tel: 01985 211071 

maddiegoodden@warwickbutchart.co.uk 

Warwick Butchart Associates Limited 
45 Portland Street 
Cheltenham 
# GL52 2NX 

Tel: 01242 584144 

www.warwickbutchart.co.uk 
Authorised & Regulated by the Financial 
Services Authority 



Nectar Ease 



the Aches & Pams honey. 




A Free weeks trial 
of Nectar Ease 
Honey & Balm, 
just send £2 for 
the p & p. 



Joint problems? ...Now an even easier way to 
join the thousands of people enjoying natural 
Nectar Ease, a unique and delicious blend of 
New Zealand’s finest active Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom. 

Try a 1 week trial pack of Nectar Ease Honey & Nectar Ease Balm 



for FREE! 

Simply send a cheque for £2 Postage & Packaging to: 

Nectar Ease UK Ltd, 18 Knightshill, Lea, nr Ross-on-Wye, Herefordshire 
HR9 7LA.. Sales Freephone: 0800 7830942 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 



Y 

The Hawthorns 



N, 



MYTHS OF AGING 

Probably the three most common myths of aging 
are: falling down is a part of getting old, as is 
forgetfulness and confusion and urinary and bowel 
incontinence. All these conditions need to be 
evaluated by a doctor and can be treated. 

But those seniors who make healthy choices in their 
lifestyles can minimize the most common problems 
that beset us as we age. 

The lifestyle of the residents at 'The Hawthorns', 
North Somerset's premier retirement facility, 
emphasises healthy choices. It is frequently the 
simple, basic things that get forgotten. For example: 
Water is the liquid of life. It is essential to life. We 
can survive for weeks without proteins, 
carbohydrates or fats (surviving is not optimum 
health) but lack of water for even a few days will 
lead to death. The human blood is 95% water, bones 
are 22%, the human brain is 75%. Body water 
performs various functions. It lubricates joints, 
muscles and tendons to make them flexible so they 
can move easily. Dehydration is an aging problem 
that is common, yet preventable. 

As we age the body's thirst mechanism does not 
always tell us when we are thirsty. Waiting to drink 
until you are thirsty will leave you far behind your 
body's requirement for water. Additionally, dizziness 
and confusion may result. 



EXERCISE 

It is essential to provide daily and weekly exercise 
both for the mind and for the body. The promotion of 
the continued good health of residents living at 'The 
Hawthorns' is an essential part of the management 
team's responsibilities. 

The brain, like a muscle, needs to be stimulated and 
challenged daily to keep the thinking process intact 
and working. Exercises that stimulate the mind like 
quizzes, bingo, computers, card games, etc. are 
essential. 

In order to reduce the chance of falls and keep the 
bones and muscles strong, 
a variety of physical activities should be engaged in 
weekly. Residents at "The Hawthorns" have many 
and varied choices for physical exercise from 
working with an on site personal trainer, utilizing 
state of the art equipment, to enjoying walks in the 
lovely gardens or along the seafront, or participating 
in yoga or sittercise - an exercise class*especially 
designed for seniors. 

THE LAST MYTH OF AGING 

The residents at The Hawthorns' are disproving one 
last common myth of aging. It is never too late to 
learn new things, and no matter how hard it seems, 
change can be good. 

The Hawthorns, Gracious Independent Retirement 
Living, 18-19 Elton Rd., Clevedon, North. 
Somerset, BS21 7 EH Telephone: 01275 790060 - 
Gracious Retirement Living 



18-19 Elton Road, Clevedon. 
North Somerset, BS21 7EH 
i he i/.mifmitiN Tel: (01275) 790060 



http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 




" Gracious Retirement Living" 



means relaxed independent retirement living, with support services 
such as activities, three meals provided daily in our Dining Room, 
excursions, live-in managers, housekeeping, and more! 



For information, please call: 

(01275) 790060 

The Hawthorns, 18-19 Elton Road, 
Clevedon, North Somerset BS21 7EH 

http://www.thehawthorns-clevedon.co.uk 








COURSES TRAINING 



CONFERENCES 



WORKSHOPS 



Door 



Vi 



on 



MAY 

Sun 1 BLACKBIRD LEYS 

Church of the Holy Family, 40th 
Anniversary Service, 10am. 

Sun 1 WEST WYCOMBE HILL 

The Tower at St Lawrence 
Church, open on this and every 
Sunday and Bank Holiday 
Monday through the summer, 2- 
5pm. 

Sun 1 DENHAM VILLAGE St. 

Mary’s Vestry, open on this and 
every Sunday and Bank Holiday 
Monday until Sun 9 October. 

Teas and homemade cakes. 2.45- 
5pm. 

Sun 8 NUNEHAM COURTE- 
NAY Inter-faith Dialogue 
Afternoon organised by The 
Diocese of Oxford, the United 
Religions Initiative and Brahma 
Kumaris. Talking in pairs and dis- 
cussion groups. The Global 
Retreat Centre, 2pm. 0118 
9303182. 

Sun 8 BLETCHINGDON 

Gardens open for NSG Yellow 
Book at Monks Head, Weston 
Road. Flower Festival and teas in 
St Giles’ Church. 2-6pm. Parking 
at church. 01869 350491. 

Sat 14 WITNEY Christian 
Music Fellowship Choir, perform- 
ance of Wild Fire by Robert Jones, 
Henry Box School. 7.30pm. 



Tickets £5 at the Door. 07855 
865194. 

Sat 14 SILCHESTER Concert 
‘Jazz Moves’ in aid of the 
Extension Project, the Parish 
Church, 7.30pm. Tickets £6.50. 
0118 9700825. 

Sat 14 LEAFIELD Fete on the 
village green in aid of the play 
group, church and school. 2pm. 

Sun 15 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD ‘The Merry Month of 
May’; recital by Rebecca Bell and 
Anthea Fry. All Saints Church, 
8pm. Retiring collection for 
Christian Aid. 0118 972 2844. 
Thu 19 BANBURY The Little 
Big Time Band, St Mary’s 
Church. 7.45pm. Tickets £12, £8 
students, £30 family. 01295 
259855. 

Thu 19 CAVERSHAM The 

Oak House Quiet Garden, 10am- 
3pm„ please bring a packed 
lunch. To book: 0118 947067. 

Sat 21 COTTISFORD AND 
HARDWICK Flower Festival ‘A 
Tapestry of Music and Words in 
Flowers’. Free. Preview, Fri, 7pm 
to 9.30pm. Lunch at Cottisford. 
Tea at both churches. 10am - 
6pm. Harp Recital, 7.30pm. 
Tickets £10. 01869 810190. 

Sat 21 NORTH MARSTON 
Service of Dedication and 
Blessing of the John Schorne 
Well, Guest Speaker Revd Peter 
Owen-Jones, local school children 
taking part. 2pm. Cream teas 
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after the service. 

Sat 21 WING WI Teas to cele- 
brate Federation’s 85th birthday, 
All Saints Church. 10am- 12pm. 
Sat 21 GROVE Christian Music 
Fellowship Choir, performance of 
Wild Fire by Robert Jones, Old 
Mill Hall, 7.30pm. Tickets £5 at 
the Door. 07855 865194. 

Sat 21 STEWKELY Annual 
Plant and Coffee Morning includ- 
ing cakes/produce, cards, paint- 
ings and raffle. St Michael’s 
Church. 10am-12pm. 

Sat 21 WYCOMBE The ‘Carlo 
Curley Organ Spectacular’, Union 
Baptist Church, Easton Street, 
7.30pm. Tickets £12.50. 
Concessions. Early booking 
advised. 01494 812458. 

Sun 22 BURNHAM 10th 
Anniversary Service of 
Thanksgiving for the SALEM 
project; encouraging Christians 
from diverse backgrounds to pro- 
claim the Christian faith. St 
Peter’s Church, 4pm. Guest 
speaker Canon Simon Brown. 

Fri 27 FINGEST Healing 
Service with laying on of hands 
and anointing at Holy 
Communion. 10.15am. 01491 
571231. 

SUN 29 PRESTON BISSETT 

Open Gardens, many additional 
attractions, collection of bonsai, 
rare ducks, teas. Church of St 
John the Baptist, 2pm. 01280 
847189. 

Mon 30 DENHAM Denham 
Village Fayre. Stalls, entertain- 
ment, Punch and Judy, face paint- 
ing, steam rides, fairground, a 
clown, morris dancing and more. 
01753 662888. 




Edward the Confessor 
Millennium Festival, 
Islip 

Edward was born in Islip in 
c. 1005. He founded 
Westminster Abbey and had 
the Palace of Westminster 
built. 

Sat 7 

Otmoor Art Show and 
Travelling Arts and Craft 
Group, Islip Village Hall, 
and Cross Tree Green May 
Market, St Nicholas’ Church 
Fri 27 - Mon 30 
Saxon Living History 
Encampment and Arena 
Display, Saxon Feast, a day 
for Primary Schools 
Sun 29 

Festival Opening Church 
Service attended by the Very 
Revd Dr Wesley Carr, Dean 
of Westminster and other 
dignitaries. 01865 370451 
(eve only) 

Mid-May 

Channel 4’s Time Team 
archaeological dig. 

May - June 
Bayeux Tapestry photo- 
graphic facsimile lent by the 
Bayeux Tapestry Museum, 
France, St Nicholas Church. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 

104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Courses 

St Albans & Oxford Ministry 
Summer Courses (SAOMC) 
From 26 May: 

Old Testament Themes (5 

sessions) Creation, covenant, 
law, death and resurrection, 
sacrifice and worship; traced 
through the Old Testament 
and related to Christian 
Theology and Ministry. 

Faith Development (2 dou- 
ble, 1 single session) How 
does Christian faith develop 
in a maturing person and 
what are the implications of 
this for ministry? 
Communicating the Gospel 
(5 sessions) Models for com- 
municating the gospel in the 
contect of today’s society. 
Ethics (5 sessions plus a resi- 
dential weekend). Only open 
to <*rdinands and full inde- 
pendent Course members. 

All at Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
Gill Pratley, SAOMC, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 0186S 208260 

When a death happens'- 
how do you begin to help? 

Saturday Seminars: 

21 May Children’s needs after 
someone special dies 
4 June How does grief affect 
our lives? The importance of 
memories 

St Peter’s Centre, Iver, Bucks 
10am-12 noon £10 each; 

01494 479748, e-mail 

training@childbereavement. 

org.uk 



June’s Open Gardens 

Sat 4 and Sun 5 STRATTON 
AUDLEY Open Gardens and 
Scarecrow competition. Start at 
the Church, 2pm. Entrance £3. 
Sat 11 and Sun 12 CROW- 
MARSH GIFFORD St Mary 
Magdalene Church. Flower 
Festival. Games, refreshments, 
stalls. 10am -6pm. £1, adults. 
Sat 18 and Sun 19 PAD- 
BURY St Mary the Virgin. Plant 
stall and refreshments available 
in the village hall. 12th century 
church open and parish records 
on view. 2-6pm. 01280 814199. 
Sat 18 and Sun 19 STEWK- 
LEY St. Michael’s. Eleven vil- 
lage gardens open. 2-6pm. 

Teas, painting exhibition, floral 
display in church. £4, adults. 

Sun 19 BERRICK SALOME 
St Helen’s. Teas, music, plant 
and cake stalls. 01865 891208. 
Sat 25 and Sun 26 
ADSTOCK Twelve village gar- 
dens open. Teas and homemade 
cakes in the churchyard Plant 
stalls. 2-6pm. 01296 713655. 
Sat 26 UPTON Ten village gar- 
dens and 11th century church 
open. Plant stall, pottery, art, 
homemade teas. 12-4pm. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 




7 will give them one heart, 
and put a new spirit within 
them; I will take the stony 
heart out of their flesh and 
give them a heart of flesh 3 . 
Ezekiel 11:19 

Let us pray to God our 
Father through His son Jesus 
Christ, in the power of the 
Holy Spirit: 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 1 ROGATION SUN- 
DAY - for rural communities 
and the work of the church in 
meeting their particular 
needs. The Bishop of 
Dorchester and his work as 
the rural lead on the 
Diocesan Senior Staff. 
Diocesan rural officer - Glyn 
Evans and his secondment to 
the Government Office for 
the South East to support the 
‘CHANGEUP and the Rural 
Investment Infrastructure pro- 
gramme’: archdeaconry rural 
officer - John Townend: chair 
of BSR Rural issues group - 
Ian Cohen. 

Mon 2 PHILIP AND 
JAMES Sonning Deanery. 
Give thanks for spiritual and 
numerical growth in the 
Deanery. Pray for ....parishes 
waiting to welcome new 

priests three incumbents on 

sabbaticals this summer.. ..that 
the new Deanery Mission 



plan will bear fruit. For area 
dean - David Hodgson: 
synod lay chairman - Judith 
Scott. 

"Die 3 California St Mary 
and St John: clergy - Carol 
Edwards, Hugh Wakeling, 
John Edwards. 

Crowthorne St John the 
Baptist: clergy - Brian Spence: 
licensed lay ministers - 
Gillian Gyenes, Lewis 
Simmons, Hazel Berry. 

Wed 4 Finchampstead St 
James: clergy - Richard 
Warden, Joan Wakeling: 
licensed lay minister - Keith 
Atton. Owlsmoor Group 
Ministry with Sandhurst: Roy 
Burgess. Sandhurst Group 
Ministry with Owlsmoor: 
clergy - John Castle, John 
White: licensed lay worker - 
Phillip Dixon. 

Thu 5 ASCENSION DAY 
Wokingham All Saints: clergy 
- David Hodgson, Paul 
Cowan, Colin James, Tony 
Kemp. Wokingham St 
Sebastian: clergy - Andrew 
Marsden, Erik Fudge, Marina 
Brain, Paul Parks: licensed lay 
ministers - Jill Bright, Ann 
Potts . 

Fri 6 Wokingham St Paul 
and Emmbrook Community 
Church St Nicholas: clergy - 
Roy Holmes: licensed lay 
minister - Jane Stillman. 

Sat 7 Arborfield with 



Barkham: clergy - Piers 
Bickersteth, Timothy Silk: 
licensed lay minister - Russell 
Shipton. Bear Wood: clergy - 
Haigh Etches. Woosehill 
Community Church (LEP): 
clergy - Helen White: licensed 
lay minister - Elaine Steere. 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY 
OF EASTER 

Sun 8 For those involved in 
the Voluntary and 
Community Sector, for the 
development of the ‘faith 
community’ as members of 
the service providers and for 
statutory funding for VCSs. 
Mon 9 Hurst St Nicholas: 
clergy - Clifford Smith: 
licensed lay ministers - Pat 
Smith. 

TUe 10 Sonning St Andrew 
and Charvil St Patrick: clergy 

- Chris Clarke, Michael 
Forrer: licensed lay ministers 

- David Sims, Bob Peters. 
Weds 1 1 Ruscombe St 
James and Twyford St Mary 
the Virgin: clergy - Tim 
Dakin, Michael Hopkins, 
URC, Sally Dakin, Des Foote: 
licensed lay ministers - Paul 
Minton, Geoffrey Pugh. 

Thu 1 2 Wargrave with 
Knowl Hill: clergy - John 
Ratings, Pam Gordon, Judith 
Thomas, Bob Whiteley: 
licensed lay minister - 
Granville Hawkes. 



Fri 13 Oxford Deanery. For 
the many changes within the 
deanery. For area dean 
Anthony Ellis: synod lay 
chairman - Diana McMahon: 
licensed lay ministers - 
Jeanne Lindley, B Armour: 
industrial chaplain - B Hayes: 
ecumenical representative - 
Steve Hellyer. 

Sat 14 MATTHIAS 
Kidlington with Hampton 
Poyle: clergy - Anthony Ellis, 
George Coppen, Jason St 
John Nicolle, Jim Turner: 
licensed lay minister - Lesley 
Heffer. 

PENTECOST 
Sun 15 CHRISTIAN AID 
WEEK BEGINS As we cele- 
brate the power and light of 
the Holy Spirit resting on the 
church we pray for our 
response to the gospel, espe- 
cially for Cutting Edge 
Ministries. 

Mon 1 6 Oxford St Aldate: 
clergy - Charlie Cleverly, 
Helen Azer: student chaplain 

- Simon Ponsonby: lay pastor 

- A Cleverly: parish evangel- 
ist - Matt Rees: youth work- 
ers - Rachel Smith, Sarah 
Goddard. 

TUe 1 7 South Hinksey with 
New Hinksey: clergy - James 
Wilkinson, Balwant Singh. 
Wed 18 North Hinksey St 
Lawrence with SS Peter and 



Paul, Botley: clergy - 
Anthony Rustell, W 
Browning, Philip Budd: 
licensed lay minister - Ken 
Goff. 

Thu 1 9 Oxford St Andrew: 
clergy - Andrew Wingfield 
Digby, Tim Garrett, Shaun 
Atkins, Elisabeth Goddard, 
Richard Cunningham: licensed 
lay ministers - Paul Clifford, 
Paula Clifford, David Wright, 
Donald Hay: youth worker - 
Rob Humphreys, Rhiannon 
Parfitt. 

Fri 20 Oxford St Barnabas 
and St Paul: clergy - Michael 
Wright, Dennis Mason: 
licensed lay minister - 
Margaret Ellis. 

Sat 21 Wolvercote with 
Summertown (LEP) : clergy - 
Jan Rushton, Ruth 
Whitehead, William Pryor: lay 
ministers - Margaret Clarke, 
Tony Lemon. 

TRINITY SUNDAY 

Sun 22 We pray for the mis- 
sion of the church, for every 
member ministry. 

Mon 23 Oxford St Giles, St 
Philip and St James with St 
Margaret: clergy - Andrew 
Bunch, Georgie Simpson, 
Michael Screech: licensed lay 
ministers - David Longrigg, 
Margaret Hollis. 

Tkie 24 Oxford St Mary 
Magdalen: clergy - Peter 



Groves: licensed lay minister - 
Alan Palmer. 

Wed 25 Oxford St Mary the 
Virgin with St Cross with St 
Peter in the East: clergy - Brian 
Mountford, Harriet Harris 
Thu 26 CORPUS CHRISTI 
Oxford St Matthew: clergy - 
Steve Hellyer: licensed lay min- 
isters - Elizabeth Bishop, Jane 
Usher, Alan Wallis: youth 
worker - Y Morris. 

Oxford St Luke: clergy - Tim 
Bradshaw: lay pastor - Jane 
Sherwood. 

Fri 27 Oxford St Michael at 
the North Gate with St Martin 
and All Saints: clergy - Hugh 
Lee, G Westhaver. 

Sat 28 Oxford St Ebbe with 
Holy Trinity and St Peter-le- 
Bailey: clergy - Vaughan 
Roberts, Julian Bidgood, Peter 
Wilkinson. 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 29 We pray for those 
who exercise responsibility for 
the care of clergy, both stipen- 
diary and non-stipendiary, and 
lay workers. 

Mon 30 Oxford St Thomas 
the Martyr with St Frideswide 
and Binsey: clergy - Thomas 
Meyrick. 

TUe 31 Oxford Deaf Church: 
clergy - Roger Williams, Ben 
Whitaker: licensed lay minis- 
ters - B Armour. 
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Drama and humility: the 
Caravaggio exhibition 



Understanding the old 
words with David Winter 




bv Richard Harries 

CARAVAGGIO fits the 20th cen- 
tury stereo-type of an artist. He 
led a stormy, passionate life, 
was involved in a violent dis- 
pute and had to flee Rome for 
Naples. For four years he wan- 
dered between Naples, Malta 
and Sicily before dying of 
Malaria at the age of 37. His 
dramatic paintings were also 
highly controversial in their 
time. Sometimes his commis- 
sions for religious paintings 
were refused upon completion 
because they looked at old sub- 
jects in a new way. Caravaggio 
tried simply to show the truth 
as he saw it, devoid of idealized 
forms of beauty. He was con- 
demned as a ‘naturalist’, the 
first person to be disparaged in 
a slogan. He painted people 
very much as he saw them in 
the streets. His paintings also 
have an obvious appeal for us 
today, in their drama and use of 
light. It’s not surprising there- 
fore that the Caravaggio exhibi- 
tion at The National Gallery 
(until 22 May) is proving very 
popular. It’s the kind of exhibi- 
tion I like, in that there are not 
too many pictures to look at, 
only I think about 28, so you 
don’t feel you have to rush 
around glancing at an impossi- 
ble number. You can stop and 
really look at just a few. 

I was particularly interested in 
two pictures. First, The Raising 
of Lazarus. The Raising of 
Lazarus was one of the earliest 
depictions in Christian Art, and 
appears a number of times in the 
catacombs, for obvious reasons, 
in that in this place where 
Christians buried their dead, 
Christ the resurrection and the 
life gives Christians hope. In 
these earliest depictions Christ is 



shown with his arm and hands 
stretched out catching the 
moment described in the gospels 
where he says ‘Lazarus, come 
forth’”. Lazarus is shown at the 
entrance of a cave, completely 
wrapped in cloth but standing 
and about to respond, with 
mourning, puzzled and poten- 
tially joyful onlookers, Martha 
and Mary his sisters, standing 
by. In Caravaggio’s painting 
Christ also stands with his arm 
stretched out. But Lazarus, 
instead of being wrapped in 
cloth in a cave, is being carried 
by the disciples, half-naked, hor- 
izontal and with his arms 
stretched out so that his figure is 
that of a cross. It’s a very dra- 
matic picture, with something of 
the urgency and bustle of an 
emergency department of a hos- 
pital about it. 

There is one very well known 
example of Caravaggio’s work 
in The National Gallery any- 
way, his Supper at Emmaus. 
But in this new exhibition it’s set 
beside a slighdy later version, 
painted in 1601, which is now 
in Milan. , 



In the well-known version 
Caravaggio went in for the dra- 
matic in a big way. Christ is rais- 
ing his hands high over the 
bread to bless it whilst one of 
the disciples has his arms out- 
stretched and the other is clutch- 
ing the arms of his chair with his 
hands. The less well-known 
depiction, whilst less dramatic, 
seems to be more religiously 
intense. The attention of the two 
disciples is focused intently on 
Jesus. The face of Jesus and his 
hand raised above the bread 
have a prayerful quiet about 
them. The two servants in the 
background, one of them a 
woman, are attentive and sub- 
dued. Indeed the whole picture 
is painted in more subdued 
colours. Even the meal on the 
table, just bread and a jug, 
seems more fitting than the fine 
meal of roast chicken and fruits 
in the better known version. The 
Milan painting, done by 
Caravaggio after his flight from 
Rome in 1606 clearly reflects a 
much more sombre, serious, 
perhaps even more humble 
approach to the scene. 
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bv Natalie Abbott 

‘YOU’RE so holy!’, a friend 
told me the other day. Sadly 
this was merely a reference to 
the unfortunate combination 
of my surname and the fact 
that I work for the Church of 
England. ‘Holy.’ It’s an old- 
fashioned word, but one 
which we often use, even 
today. However; as Christians, 
how much do we think about 
its real meaning in its original 
context? ‘You shall be holy, 
for I the Lord your God am 
holy’, God says in Leviticus. 

Words such as ‘holy’, 
‘glory’, ‘covenant’, ‘blessing, 
‘praise’, ‘salvation’ appear 
and re-appear regularly in the 
Bible. An understanding of 
these ‘old words’ in their orig- 
inal context (in the Old 
Testament) gives us the tools 
to unlock key themes through- 
out God’s word. And really to 
understand what God is say- 
ing to us is life-changing. 

David Winter’s book ‘Old 



Words, New Life’ looks at 40 
such key words, from ‘atone- 
ment’ to ‘Yahweh’; a word per 
chapter. Each chapter is a cou- 
ple of pages long and contains 
a bible passage, an explana- 
tion and a concluding reflec- 
tion. It can be used as a refer- 
ence book, or as a daily Bible 
study guide. 

I found it a refreshing 
change to use this book as a 
bible study guide and I would 
recommend it to anyone in 
need of a breath of fresh air or 
a new challenge in their daily 
readings. 

The chapter on the word 
‘holy* particularly struck me 
(perhaps following my friend’s 
sarcastic comment!). Holiness 
always seems quite abstract, 
but David’s comments bring it 
in to sharp focus. He writes; 
‘God is holy. We are not.... 
People and things become 
holy only by connection with 
him, the source of holiness.’ 
In the concluding reflection in 
this chapter he presents the 



challenge, ‘if the way to holi- 
ness is connection with its 
source, God himself, then any- 
thing that draws us closer to 
him will also draw us on to 
the ‘way of holiness’... prayer, 
scripture, worship... anything 
that creates time and space for 
God in our lives... and the neg- 
lect of them will inevitably set 
it back.’ 

Old words can challenge us 
just as much today as in Old 
Testament times. 

The Door has 5 copies of 
Old Words, New Life to 
give away in a draw. Send 
your name and address on a 
postcard to The Door, 
Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 
0NB by May 18. 

OLD WOR DS 
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STEEP HOLM 



A Unique Day Out on a Remote 
Island In the Bristol Channel 

Steep Holm is a Nature Reserve 
with Historic Remains, Victorian 
and Second World War 
Fortifications, Visitor Centre, Rare 
Plants and Wildlife. 

To book, or request a Sailings Timetable 

Telephone booking office: 

01934 632307 






I Above, beating the bounds of Milton Keynes and below, Christ the Cornerstone. Photos Frank Blackwell 



the Door closes 



We’ve just got 
back from a 
week at Spring 
Harvest! Those 
of you who have 
been to Spring 
Harvest will 

understand the 

kind of exhaust- 
ed haze in which 
we are now living. I have 
been to Spring Harvest before 
as a teenager, and had a fan- 
tastic time. My memories are 
a bit of a blur of bands, boys, 
the Snooker hall and great 
emotional highs and lows. 
One thing I remember very 
clearly, however, is a meeting 
at which the realisation 
dawned for the very first time 
that Jesus died for me person- 
ally. It wasn’t just for the 
whole world, but for me, 
because he loved me. 

Spring Harvest holds sig- 
nificant moments such as 
these for thousands of people 
each year, which is one rea- 
son why I jumped at the 
chance this year to join the 
student programme as a 
speaker. ‘Evolution’ as the 
programme for 17-25 year 
olds is called runs in parallel 
with the main adult pro- 
gramme. It was a joy and 
privilege to see hundreds of 
this age group meeting to 
learn more about God and to 
worship him, led by a fantas- 
tic and very loud band (just 
one of the things that made 
me feel old)! 

My involvement, however, 
wasn’t quite as planned as I 



by Em Coley 



VIEW FROM THE 
PARISH 



wasn t particu- 
larly well dur- 
ing the week. 
This was some- 
what distress- 
ing and greatly 
frustrating as I 
wasn’t able to 

— be myself, or 

to participate 
in the group as I wanted. 

One evening, however, I 
was chatting to one of the 
congregation from St Mary’s 
who had come to Spring 
Harvest for the first time and 
had been inspired by a semi- 
nar earlier that day. The key 
message she had taken away 
was: your best is good 
enough. So often this isn’t the 
message we take on from the 
world. So often we are striv- 
ing to do more, to aim high- 
er, to push ourselves beyond 
our limits and so feel disap- 
pointed when we fail to 
achieve all we want. I have a 
tendency to be like this.To 
set myself very high stan- 
dards, and believe that I can 
only serve God if I achieve 
them. And yet last week I 
was reminded of the verse in 
2 Corinthians where God 
states: ‘My power is made 
perfect in weakness.’ 

Happily my ministry is not 
about what I can do, but 
about what God can do and 
he used the week at Spring 
Harvest to remind me of 
that. 

Em Coley is in the first year of 
her curacy at Wendover with 
Halton Buckinghamshire. 



Celebrating 25 years of Christ the Cornerstone 



bv Walter Greaves 

THE Church of Christ the Cornerstone is the 
coming together of the five major denomina- 
tions in the centre of Milton Keynes in the first 
purpose-built, city centre, ecumenical church 
in the UK. The parish was inaugurated 25 
years ago and the church has been celebrating 
hard this month. 

Regular worship comprises three ecumenical 
Sunday services, a Saturday evening Catholic 
mass and mid-week ecumenical and Catholic 
services. The ministerial team brings the rich 
traditions of each denomination into ecumeni- 
cal worship. 

The ecumenical vision cannot be realised 
without effort and each new step requires much 
discussion. The denominations work together 
so much in practice and pray that more shared 
worship with the Roman Catholic congrega- 
tion may be possible. 

Being in the city centre offers many opportu- 
nities. Cornerstone serves as a focal point for city 
centre workers, the Borough, public services and 
some multi-faith groups at times of crisis or cel- 
ebration. Church members are involved in the 
planning for city development. 

The Cornerstone building, opened in 1992, is 
an important symbol which can be seen from 
all entry points to the city. It provides a clear 



reminder of spirituality to thousands of shop- 
pers and workers. 

The visionary building comprises a flexible 
worship area, peaceful chapel, food comet; 
kiosk, guildhall, offices, several meeting rooms 
and original works of art 

The future is exciting. The expansion of 
Milton Keynes presents a three-fold challenge 
to Cornerstone: 

• to help ensure spirituality is at the core of all 
development 

• to provide a welcome for the incoming 
parishioners 

• to use the central position to meet identified 
community needs 

There is much to celebrate from the past 25 
years. As part of the anniversary 130 members, 
old and young, former and current, met to tell 
the stories of the first years of the church in the 
presence of the Bishop of Buckingham. Starting 
with a re-enactment of the walk from the old 
meeting place in the library to the magnificent 
new purpose built church, moving through a 
happy but reverent act of worship, to a meal 
and after dinner speeches. Many friendships 
were revived and new members were helped to 
appreciate the work and traditions which have 
built Cornerstone from a dream into an essen- 



tial part of the new vibrant Milton Keynes. 

And on 9 April ,30 hardy members ‘beat 5 the 
ten-mile long bounds of the parish church. The 
route took in places of importance in the 
church's past and future and prayers were said 
at relevant points for the voluntary sector; for 
employers, for ‘community builders’ like teach- 
ers and social workers, for the excluded mem- 
bers of society, for investors and builders, for 
shoppers and shopkeepers, for the council, mag- 
istrates and police. 

All this emphasised the part Cornerstone is 
called to play in helping create and develop the 
society of the new expanding Milton Keynes - 
a task recognised by the city's chief executive 
John Best among many others. 

‘Beating the bounds’ is an old, rarely seen 
custom and involves beating parish bound- 
aries with peeled willow wands to drum into 
everyone exactly where they lie. This was very 
important in times past when parishes had 
social, legal and fiscal duties but only within 
their precise geographical area. 

Today the parish limits are more important 
to help church members identify with and 
serve all those who live or work or, particu- 
larly in this case, shop in the church's prime 
area of responsibility. 
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You will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you’ Acts 1:8 

There is a marvellous notice 
at Christ Church which is put 
in place at the main doors 
before services. It simply 
says, ‘Welcome to the service. 
Please switch off.’ Of course 
it refers to the ubiquitous 
mobile phones, which could 
easily derail a sensitive introit 
with a few intrusive bars of 
‘Greensleeves’. However, 
there may well be congrega- 
tions who would regard it as 
an invitation rather than an 
instruction. As we enter the 
creaking doors and hear the 
strains of the organ volun- 
tary, the dim light inside fil- 
tered through stained glass 
and any conversation strictly 
sotto voce, switching off may 
seem both appropriate and 
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appealing. 

The month of May is a 
Pentecostal month, a 
reminder that we are mem- 
bers of a body which is alive 
with the life-giving Spirit of 
God. We are not only an 
‘Easter people’, living in the 
light of the empty tomb, but 
a pentecostal people, living 
with images of wind and fire. 
Week by week we are sent 
out ‘in the power of the 
Spirit’ to live to God’s praise 
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and glory. Week by week our 
worship is called to be ‘in 
Spirit and in truth’. Day by 
day the Christian life is life 
‘in the Spirit’. Without him, 
our buildings are empty 
shrines, our praises are sim- 
ply religious concerts and our 
struggle to live as disciples of 
Christ is fatally flawed. 

Jesus promised his first dis- 
ciples that they would receive 
‘power’ through the Holy 
Spirit - power in the sense of 
dynamic enabling. In that 
power they would be his wit- 
nesses in their own backyards 
and to the ends of the earth. 
Far from ‘switching off’, the 
truly Christian response to a 
call to prayer and worship is 
to switch on. Perhaps there 
should be a second sign in 
our porches: ‘Welcome to the 
service. Come, and be 
switched on’. 
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